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C'IAIRI'1AN'S REPORT

Ielcone to issue number 2 . vhich I hopa thal yor! rill en-joy. lt seehs

only the other dny that t/e eere hurryitr8 to pllt roSether our first issue. The

sumner has psssed so quickly and has beeo a real non-event for butterfly watchers.

Ri8ht from the start the eeather has been poor, but I do not think that any of
us could have predicted the monsoon conditions thich we endured for mosE of Jx1y.

These conditions have had an adverse effect on even our most common species

and also for msny of our rarer breeds such as the Duke of Buraundy and the Silver
Spotted Sklpper. Houever there seems to be somet{hat of anrlndian Su{iner' this
October and early Novenber artd Red Admirals, Painted Ladies and Small Tortoishells
uere seen at Tyneham on the very sunny xeekend of october 29thl30th.

There xere some stran8e si8htinSs earlier in the year. A Queen of Spain

Fritillary,as reportedly seen at Hengistbury flead, and a Short Tailed Blue kas

noted tn Chrtstchurch.(Does anyone else have knowledge of these sightinss?)
our Field Trips durinS the sumtDer fsred lre1l and at Poverstock Comnon on

June l2th. despite stron8 vinds, ve nanaSed to see several Smal1 Pearl Bordered

Fritillaries and a feu Wood Vhttes, one of v?htch was layinS esgs on the bank of
a narror ditch. lle a1l nanaged to eramine the e8g at close ranae after the female

had departed, The cover of thls llersletter has been conpiled from photoaraphs

of S,hall pe6.l Bordered's which were taken thst day.

At Deadnoor on September llth the norning Sroup,ere retarded with Sood yiexs

of Brorn Hairstreak. Needless to say I arrived in the afternoon and despite
several Bood breaks of sun, nothin8 vas to be found. Ih fact tre decided to exrend

our valk to a marathon trek to the (apparently) nearby Rooksnoor Copse on the
advice Siven in Robert Smith's telephone call to me on the previous day. He had

seen one there a fev days earlier. The route,as exhaustinS and hard goinS as

the ground was saturated after a fes dsys torrential rain and looked hore like
a scene from "l1l quiet on the llesrern Front". To Dake thinSs worse, poor

eeather and darkness vere closinS in and the threat of irnpendinS hypothermia

6ade i,e tJonder about the situation regardinS insurance to nembers of the group

lost in action:
The hiShlight of the neetifig for me rss xhen Hik€ Iurless, quite unprompted,

declded to halt the erhausted p6rty and recite a tale of intepid adventure and

intriSue concerninS his recent holidsy ln Portugal. Apparently he almost r6n over

an enormous snake ehilst notorin8 on a deserted backroad and when the car halted
over the unforton6te serpent it beaan slltherlng itrs way up the exhaust pipe,

throuSh the nanifotd and into the bottom of Hike's trousers via the accelerator
pedal housillS. I vas only too 8lad that Mr and Urs Clarke had eisely turned

their chtldren home some half hour earlier as rhis story sould have done vonders
to their tounS minds:



Despite this the meetinB uas re8^rdcd as uorlhvhilo l,y everybody present and ve

did see sone worderful ll.'errs itr this parl of uflsp,!ilt countryside. Nert Iime

thouah, ue need to go n ul|ek carlier jn lhe season.

'l'he Dorchester Shou sLand t{as quite sr,(.ess[rl , and nany people sho,ed an

interest in our group, cspocially the fliahl .aaes set up by lrartin Pirie. In

the afternoon Brjnn lli8Bs, Naliannl Dcvelopmcnl Otficer, materi6lised quiEe

unerpectedly fron Yorkshir. to pay us a q(j.k visit on his way to another event

in Southern England. Nice io see yor aSain Brian. Thanks nust go to llunphries

Garden Centre at Rridport (or srrpflyin8 the plants and lerry Jenvey of the Neu

Forest Butterfly Farm for tha tivestock.
lte have had a Sood response to our call for hetp in our first nersletter

6nd have received several ofters ot help uhich have led to a (e,, addttlons to

the comnittee, shich is now cominB toAether eery rell.
Firstly, Stephen IIales is nou Nevsletter Editor and you uill probably notice

a Sreat improvemen! ln the qrality of this nersletter co,npared to the 1ast. Sarah

Bovey has agreed to take on the Dork of lleobership Secretary and has brought an

order of efficlency to khat was originally orSainised chaos, run by myself.

Simon Beadles has volunteered to help rith publiclty. Roberr Smith 1s actinS

as Conservation Officer and is already makinS valuable contrihuEions to the Croup

Bill Shreeves has finally be enticed into the commitLee as Records officer and

hts ain is to brln8 all the information from his transect walks scheme for the

Dorset Reserves under the lins of the BtlCS. General trends can then be published

in our newsletter. Furthermore ue aSreed that it wot,ld be e Sood ides to publish

a more detailed account of reserve performance annually. This 'rould follow the

lines of the Hampshire report. At pres€nt t{e are atterptin8 to raise sponsorship

in order that this documant might be published for next season. Bill has agreed

in principle to co-ordinato the schel,e and to sumnarise the results of patks for
ttis year in this and the next newsletter.

Jean llatthers has decided to stand dovn from the commjttee as she teels
that she lives and torks too Iar apay to help as much as she vould like (at least
for the present). l'lartin Pirie also resiSned as he is findin8 his fieldxork for
DTNC very ttltre consuminS. Martin vill still be involved to some ertent as he has

offered to organise the Dorchester Show st6nd for us nert year, xhich xill nou

be a Branch,and not a National,concern. To both these members, a bi8 thank you

for helpinS to 8et the Sro p started.
Lastly, thank you for all your help and sopport by being Eenbers of the

8roup. Subscriptions sjll be due in April 6nd it vill be a crucial tilne
for us as ue will then be able to see jf our Sroup can be successful in th€ lonS
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Th€se meetings uill be confirmed in our SprinS Neusletter but are

included here to be pencilled into your diaries. Field Meetings start at I0 am

for the morning session and 2 pm for the afternoon session. You can choose

either or bolh tjmes if you rish. Always brinB a vaterproof and wellington
boots. These Field lleetings are strlctly for members only.

Sunda, AUCUST 6th 1989

Suflda, MAY 28th 1989

MornlnS session meet at lJashers Pit, Stubhampton Bottor. 0$ Sheet l8a

t'lRiSY 897167. An easy t{alk for Pearl Bordered Fritillaries, The Forestry

Conmission are nol. very lnterested in conservinS this colony here and it does

seem as lf the branch wlll be closely involved in monltorlng the ,nanaSement

plan, ,hich is at last being set up to help stop the dectin€ of this rare
uoodlafld species,

The afternoor sesslon sill be at Fontnell Down. lleet in the National

Trust Car Park. OS Sheet 183 MX; SY886185. A lltore strenoous valk involving
htll ealking for Dtke of Eurgundy Frttillaries Fhich rill be led by Bill Shreeves.

Sunday JULY 9th 1989

Meet in Tynehan Car Park for a valk across the Arny Raoses- 0S Sheet

flR; SY8828O2 lle l{ill be lookina for Lulvorth Skipper. Robert Smith rill
the Halk and the Army rtll provide sn €scort for us. our frlends from the

Hampshire Branch l{itl joi, us for this meetlng. They have promised to host

return lneeting in Hanpshire at a later date. Sone hill %lking {ill be

necessary 6nd stout footvear is advised.

t9L

lead

**++r*+*rr******,i*'r,r*,i*i*****il***,t+r****
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FIELD HEETINGS 1989.

This event eill take place on Portland. Heet outside the Portland truseum.

Cars c6n be parked in lrakeham, Easton. 0S Sheet 194 llR; SY6967ll We will
be lookin8 for the cretaceous race of the Silver Studded Blue, v6lk led by

Paul Green and vill involve sone hill ralking and also sone steep steps.



Friday January 20th 1989.

At t imborne Minster Church House. A lecture by Dr Martin warren from

the Institute of Terrestrial Ecology at Furzebrook.

TORTIICOI'IING IND(X]R I]V IiN'TS

Saturday 18th March 1989.

At St li{arys Church Hal1, Dorchester. Phil Grey ri1l give an illustrated
talk on the I'Scarcer Butterflles of Dorsetri

Saturday 25th lrarch 1989.

The ACM vill include a social 8et to8ether and vill be held at the

I{ingcombe Centre near To1ler Porcorun, Dorchester. Come and have a natter over

tea 6nd blscuits. Les Clements hopes to have a video film of the Isle of Uight,
includins Glanville Fritillaries. Possibly a slide sho, as veII if tire Dermits.
BrinS some of your ol{n Elides. The agenda should not take too lona but you can

always drop in a bit later durin8 the afternoon. l{embers only.

+**REI{INDER***

Dr Jeremy Thomas,itl be giving an informal talk at ST ll.ARYS CHURCH HALL

in DORCHESTER on SATURDAY 26TH NovEl'lBER The talk vill be on woodland

Pritillaries rith special reference to Pearl Bordered Fritillary, a species

uhich is declin;nJin the county. Please note that a follow up Field MeetinB

to this talk xlll take place on MIY 28Tll 1989

$

A1l indoor events start at 7.30 pm. Entraoce fee 50p to members and 70p to

non-fienbers. Refreshments are included. Please note though Ehe AGI'I sEarEs at 2 pn.

Saturday 25th February 1989.

At St t4arys Church Hal1, Dorchester. Sarah Skinner, the Dorset Farning

and l,Illdlife Advisor eill talk on the role of the County wAG in norsef.

Saturday 22nd April 1989.

At l,limborne llinster Church House where Masaret Brooks nill talk on

"Butterflles around Brltalnrr and sive some inside information on hov she

compiled her book rCornplete Cuide to British Butterfliesr, ehlch has become

a rnust for nany of us since publicatioo in 1982.



INDOOR }'IEETINC VENUES.
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WIMBORNE I,'INSTER CHURCH HOUSE.
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IIFI{BERS ARE AS(ED PLEASE T() PAR( CAREFULLY AT THESE VENUES

RESPECIING ACCESS M PRIVATtr IIOUSES AIID OT I0 BI.oCK DRIVEIIAYS.
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THANX YOU



'TIIE CORINN BTN II,ICFIEI,D I,IX]IURIi.

The hishlieht of our.alandar for 1988 had to be the lecture aiven by

Cordor BenainSfield at tihe neu Council ChaEber at Winborne. After a uonderfully
hot summer day that Saturday ir was a delight to slt back and relax and listen
to Gordonrs commentary on hts slides, which mainly presented his paintings, but
also shouin8 sorfle uonderful landscapes of Dorset and his home in Hertfordshire.
lle contrasted this xith eramples of the all too frequent destruction of our

countrYside,

His passion for the countryside of his childhood is the drivin8 force
behtnd his art, and as he explained, the Dorset landscape is probably the bes!
preserved exanple of that very different world that he knew as a chlld. He

shoxed samples of his paintinS such as the Barn Ovl in "BennlnBftelds CounEryside"

and informed us that the subject ras a vell known character to lhe villaBers of
Pot{erstock. Even the gate lhat the bird sits on is from Poverstock villa8e and

appears in several different painttngs by the artist:
After an interesting rquestion timer vhen Gordon gave detail regarding the

constructlon and palntina of his torks, ue retired for coffee and a social end

to a vonderful evenlng. I did reflect after the event on Cordonrs rord - IAII

I caa do 1s paint, I t{as never any good at anything else". At a time rhen his
colleaSue David Shepherd is presentinS a T.V. series on Vorld Llildlife in danger

l an sure it uould be a Breat success if such an interesting, eloquent and

enthusiastic speaker such as Cordon could do a similar serles on the countryside
of Southern En8land. t hope he rill go froo strenalh to stren8th as an ambassador

for the conservation noveneflt. I am sure those rlho rere there that ni8ht $ill
sSree that painting is certainly by no Deans his only talenr.

^fter 
th€ event Gordon 8enerously donated sn autographed copy of his book

"Butterflles" ioto uhich he sketched a Snall Uhite and dandelion head ln seed.
He asked for the book to be donated to Branch Fuflds, so if anybody has an idea
on hou to achieve the best prlce for thts very special item, besides a raffle
or auction, then please 1et me know. Any 0ffers???

*'| *,t't * * + *,* !* rt * *,F *,* + +

BUTIERFLY RFf,ORDS.

}IEI,IBERS ART RE}III{DED PLEASE TO FORI{ARD ALL fiEIR BU'ITERN,Y RECORDS FOR TIIIS

YEAR M TIE D.E.R.C. AT DORCHESTER T,IUSEIJII. YOUR SIGII?IIIGS ARE IIEEDED fi)

COI{PLTM MANY UNFILLED GAPS.

L
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So far the records fron nine of tfie sirteen Dorset Transect l,lalks have been

completed. These shou that the butterfly of the year seems to have been the

Painted Lady. 0n all nine reserves it showed an 6bove 50X increase on last years

numbers, and l{as also mrch codnoner than it vas in 1986. The first siShtin8s
uere nade in the second week of I'lay at Fontmell, West llroors and Poverstock. ?he

last siShting vas made in the last ueek of September at Jerry's flole. The largest
counts thls y€ar vere made at Lydlinch Comnon (53) and Hod Hill (43).

l987 1988r

Fontmell, Hod Hill,
Poeerstock, Sovell,
Hambledon, Stubhampton,

Uest oors, Lrdlinch,
Jerry's llole.

l5

other butterflies rhich did l.ell rith an above 50! increase on nany of the
transects pere the [€r8e l/hite (8 out of 9); Small Copper and Small Uhite (6 ouE

of 9); Brirstone and tresdo{ Brovn (5 out of 9). Brrtterfties vhich fared badly
and shoeed ltore than 502 decltnes on nany of rhe transects reported so far eere
Red Admirel, 0r6nge Tip, and Small Tortoishell on 5 of the 9 rransects. The

most se.ious crash so far re€orded nust be the Dark Creen Frititlart phere 4 of
the 5 transects rhich record then reSistered a Breater than 50I decrease. 0n

Fontmell the count fell fron 80 in 1986, to 72 in 1987 and only 4 this year:

Tragicaily no counts of Ua1ls have been reaistered from an, of the 9 reserves
and this butterflies in16nd colonies must nolJ be considered close to elirnlnatlon

***SAVE fiE PEARL BORDERED FRITILLARY***

Stubha,hpton Bottom, near Ashmore, ls one of the f€w Dorset eoods there tbis
butterfl, has nanaged to survive. This year the Forsetry ConDission has offered

to co-ordlnate ,irh Dr llartin l/arren over a nanaSement plan to nake sure that
they contiaue to thrive there. llthouSh the area has been coveled by transect

"alks for ftany ,ears it does not cover the whole ar€a and may not be reflecting
6 true distribution of the butt€rflt. Uhat re need to knov ls rhether it has

manaSed to colonise 6nI of the neser clearinSs made in the 'rood and also tf it
usinS the nev rtd€s as flight paths. Can any BBCS members help? Survey rork
is need over a fes leekend dates in 1989, The f,ost likely dates eould be;

39
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EARLY NEI.IS FROT| THE DORSET TRANSECT IJALXS.
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SAT/SUN lllY 20'l'll an(l 2lSI;
rlY 27TII and 281'll

JUNE 3RD and 4'l'll.

DORSET BRANCII BBCS ACCOUNTS.

In order to fall in Iine !,,ith the BBCS accounting year uhich ends annually

on 30th June, our first a.counts cover only lhe three months up to 30th June 1988.

ReceipLs.

BBCS Graot t25 first Newsl etter t34

t 107 O1 her f ri ntinB LL6

Net Strrplus t80

Sates Pro fi ts t6

Fund Raising L2{)

t I60 60

The surplus of f80 uill Bo tovards the printinB of the second nevsletter.

}IEI{BERS I,JITII REACII OF I,IAREIIAII I'ILL BE }IOST WELCO}IE AT PII]L CREY'S ILLUSTRATED

TAI,I( ON TIIE,'BUTTNRFLIES OF PURBEC('' 'TO BE HELD AT ST I',IARY'S CHURCH HALL.

T E QUAY, lrARElrAr''. TXE DATE IS 25TH OVEIIBER 1988 11 7.t0PM

l2

6

If you r.vouid be inLercsred in helpins pl.ase keeP one of these dates clear

in you' diary and telel,hoaa Ilill Shrc.ves on Shaftesbrtry 2587. Special survev

forms and maps will be provi(lc.l. 'lhere is also the possihititv that Duke of

Brrrgundy Fritillary may he holdins ouL in small nunbers and orrr srrrvev might

thror, some li8ht on uhst has happ€ned to lt, since it fajled to register oh

our traosect walks.

ExpendiLure.

Subsc ipt ions



EtrflIiRFI.rES 0N PIRREt:( 1988

Catekeeper's 6ppearance in Ju 1y was short and sveet and the l'larbled White had a

The br,tterfly season has been a mired bag dne to the unusual ve.lher
patterni some specimens emereed early and others vere latei some fared well and

others uere adversely affected. Belov are notes on some of the Purbeck spe.ies

SITYRIDAE. There is no doubr that this eas the year of the Heador{ Broxn which

vas recorded in erceptional numbers- They eere first seen on the Dovns on

ath June and uere sti1l pairinB and mating and layinB in mid-September. The

poor year. scarce in its dornland habitats but in the heather

country it did very ,etl and uas active until mid-september. ffr! qrff aro,.rn

uas well in evidence in both broods, particularly alonS the coast 
"rO 

r..
vlered vith vonderment by visitinS nembers from Surrey where it has becofle

hard to find.

PIERIDAE. The only migrant butterfly actually seen comin8 ln from the sea this
year uas th€ larPe lrhite. These miSrant speciDens appear 8enera11y to be more

heavily marked than our local broods and are a lovely siEht - that is as long as

rou do not grov cabbaSes: l,le had to wait until 30th September before we sau

a Crouded Yellov , then just one w6s seen on the cliff path at Durleston He.d.

seeinS so many larvat nests ve hoped to have an

in the Autrrmn but this did not naterialls€.

NfiPII,lLIDAE Th€ qg!!e is not nunerous in Purbeck and ltas only seen in sinales

ercept in the clearinS in l,ang ton West Wood. Here also the Silver t/ashed Fritillary
vas a 8o.geous siSht on th€ bramble blossoir but no valesina this year 6nd only

one siBhtins of Hhite Admiral. lJeather in July and August pas poor and

stared longer around than usual before hibernation about loth Septenber. After
.hundan.e of Sml I Tortoishell

0f the mi8ranLs there was no obvious influx but snall numbers of Painted

L€dy and Red Adiniralappeared at the beSinnin8 of f{ay- By the time their local

proSeny uere due to emerSe they vere put asunder by the ueather. Of the tro speci€s

the Painted LadI ras the more successful and some superb large speci,nens l{ere

seeni this tends to occur vhen the larval perlod is prolonSed by cool conditions.

HESPERIIDAE. The Lulvorth Skipper had a rather sparse year but no doubt it
vill recoyer. The first,as seen on 25th June and the last, a fresh female, on

Challo, Hitl, Corfe Castle on loth Septenber- In contrast the !4ltg:glt!!qr had

a Sood season and t{6s lidespread for a longer period than usual.



0n lst octobor s fex Red Admirsls {ere seen at sea by a fishernan and for
the nert tuo days about flfty t,/ere counted at Durleston; there vas no obvlous
direction of hovement, 1n f6ct there appeared to be a hesltaot reverse nlSratlon.
0n 4th october the s6,ne flsherman, three Elles out, sal{ three vhtch were very

definttely flylng South.

PIIIL GREY

MFXBERSIIIP FOR}IS.

The Comrnittee have not. put toBether a meDbershlp form for the Dorset

Branch of the BmS. Ve thank t{lke Murless and lrthur Bryant for thelr efforts
tn producinS this lesf1et. The form !111 be distrlbuced to the Butterfly
farms sithin the county and vtll also be on shox at future sales stands at
indoor ineetings, aDd the Dorchester Show.

,\o

LYCAENIDIE. The llollv Blue tn lprtl vas aSain ln very small numbers but
the second brood ln AuSust shored some lmprovement. The Adonls Blue wss flrst
seen on Steeple UilI on l6th |4ay and dld very ve1l all along rhe chalk dorns

Eastrard to Ballard Doun; the second brood uas greeted by appalllng veither but
both seres sere stil1 evldent at the end of September, Srsbbins rhat sunnJ

spells rere avallable and no doubt laylng sn adequate number of e88s for ner!
year, The Chalklltll Blue ln July hsd s very unhappy tlDe but in thsr month rhe

Small Blue hsd asurprlslnSly stronS second brood desplre the poor reather.
The Comnon Blue t{as {ldespread both ln locatlon snd ln tlnes of sppearance,

as also u6s lhe g!g!!_.lu8!g vhlch ona normally erpects to flnd ln Rock Rose

couotry but on l6th Au8ust a fenale yas seen to lay an e88 on a smslt isolsted
plant of Dovesfoo! Cranesblll (C. molle) sbove the cllffs near Danclng LedSei

and on eraninin8 the leaf flve other eggs were found, snd flve more on the olher
tro small leaves of the plant.

Tyo nsle Sllver Studded Blues vere seen very early st lrne amonSst the
heather on lgth June. 0n l4th fiay a Creen Halrstreak xas seen vlth a Small Btue

and a DlnSy Sklpper feedlng on mud below the doens at Ulyell, surely an unusual

sl8ht ln thls counrry.



EUTIERFLIES AT FOI{I'HELL - TIIE SE,ISON REPOR'T.

The start of a nee butlerflJ season on the ltansect tr6lks ls 6ksys

lnterestln8, In s gense lhe reather a! the Bllne ls of secondar, loPortance.

The oarldue totals for the butterflles hsye probabl, alread, been to soDe ertent
flred b, lhe preyr.ous y€arrs ueather; did the fensles have Sood sunny veather

vhen they rere laying? Vhst so.t of condlttons dld Ehe younS larYae have to

conlend vith ? In vhat forn did the butrerfly pass the vinter ? If it vss mild

and ralher vet, as vss certainl, lhe case at Foncftell.hov elll it influence

lhe surytyal of e88s or larvae or chlysallds ?

lllo8ether rhe earty sueeer counis on Fontoell havc noi suS8ested a Sood

buttcrfl, ,e!r. thlle DlnSy and Crtzzled SklpPers dtd oot fa.e Duch vorse than

Iast ,e6r, and lh nearby Stubhaopton Boltod eyeo loproyed s lltEle. the nulrbers

of Orloa. Tlps and Green llairslreaks boEh feII bI ove! 50I. The flrsl brood

of the Aionls Elue dropped to sbout h6lf of Ehe tvo broods of 1987. It seeEed

unukel, to bc a llolly Blue recover, ,esr as, llke l6sl ,ear, rlone tere
count€d froo tho flrs! brood. Nor did 6n, flrst brood llall, Brovns appear

lo dl.spel th6 8looE afler lhel.r lolal absence last ,ear on Dost of lnland

Dorsct trlasects. Dr.rke of Durgundles started eell but caE Eo ao abrupt end of
season halt s3 thc veaEher vorsened.

glth the lalc sumer xeather 8e!t1n8 eorse and eorse the ooens for the rest
of thc seoson looled rery unfsvourable, The Darl Creen Fr1t1ll6rr, vhlch

.njored couots of 80 snd 72 in 1986 and 1987. $nt to s lov of 5 and Dost other
Dld lo l.tc suEDer bulterflles llke Harbled Vhlte, R1n81et 6od lrr8. Sklpper

secDcd vrll bcloe thetr aorbal counts. The onl, brl8ht stsr oll lhe horlzon yas

lhc racovcry of thc Chalkhlll Bluc, alre6d, st the tlEe of vritlng aboye lts 1987

lotal 6nd secEln8l., vllh !lan, Eorc veeks to run.
It looks Ltke a vlnler of leseErch inlo vesther flgur€s, EanaSeocnt Srszin8r

Srass he18ht and scrub clearance records to search for reasons, Abore alL, a

careful an6lrsls of Ehe counts on other reserves 1rl Dorset and the rest of Ehe

counlrr l.lll need to be rBde. If ihe dlsoal shoeln8 of the D.rk Creen Fr1luLary
ls no! conflncd to Fontoell, for era.,Dple, then 1t ba, uell b€ Eh6a the erceptlonally
llld einter groved .f.t6l ao the hlbernatlnS touna larvac or perhaps the oy6

1artn8 perlod on 1987 vlll need to be check.d. If other r€serves report a bood

ln Dark Cr.en Frtltsllsly nul,bers (althouSh 1t Eust be adollted th3t so (6r the
Gntooolo8icsl 8r!r.-v1ne suSSests that !he, hov. ergerlenced slellar problcas)

thcn th. nsnaScoen! strl€ oust be rc-er.Elncd. In the oeanehilc !h.t dlsoal
horrors lrc belnt stor€d up for nert ,e6r 1n the claiu, cloud vhlch confronts
E€ 1n thls lasE veek r.n AuSust as I erlte th1s......,..,....?

li
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I]IJI'IE}IfLY TRANSECT I,/ALXINC-

DORSE-I BRANCH BBCS T() CO'ORDIIIATE LOC^L SC'{EHE

once man, areas of Dorset beSan !o become Nalure Resserves those of us

interesled 1n bulterflles vanled !o make sure that lhey vere be1n8 Iooked after
proper.ty. llany reserves had no full time professional ,ardens to look afler
the,n and this made actlon of some kind eyen more important. Reserves have to

be nanaged or they simply become over8rovn aod lose the slecies vhich they vere

deslSned [o protect. Bu! hov could busy amalour manaSemenc coMitlees ensure

that their plogra,unes of scrub ctearance, Srazins and cutcinS vele not$ harDinS

Ehe butte!fI1es?
In the 1970's Dr Pollard and other researchers at Ehe lnstilule of

Terrestrlal Ecology 6t },onkrs llood devised 6 method for lecordlog the fluctuations
ln the abundance of burterflles, A reserve vas diyided inEo sections or transects.

For erarnple transect I olgh! be lhrouSh voodland, transect 2 through scrub, snd

transecE 3 lhroo8h opeo Srassland. A ealk sas Ehen planned lo pass lhrouSh sll
the transecls and the saee route eas folloted by the butterfly talker 6t least
once each reek. ls the valker ploceeds a count of the nuobers of butterflles
from each specles is kep! and totalled up for each seperate section of the taIk.
It lJBs lmportant that certaln vslkinS rules vere constan!ly obe)ed froe eeek to

eeek and frotl rear to year. The vhole polnt of the lralk ls noE !o produce an

accurate count of the butterflies on the leserve but lo Eeastrre anI fluctu3cions

fron veek to veek or rear to ,ear. Failure to keep Eo the rules, su!@arised

ar the end of lhts srticle, vould nean thaE any cooparisons oade sa, b€tveen

lhe nurbers seen in one year and another vould not be valid. I! can easll, be

seen that thls ldea of rhe transect valk vas just ehat vas needed to Eooitor

the chanSes on nature reserves. If the oanagement decided to cut Lhe scrub

or chanSe lhe Srazlns denslty then the appropiste palr of the valk eould shov

rhether lhis h6d a harDful or beoeflcial effec! on butterfly nunbers, The

Instlrute of Telrestrial Ecolog, at Furzebrook in Do.set set up a valk 1n

Svana8e 1n 1976 vhich j.s still beins operated today-

There are hovever several najor dlfficultj.es in operating the ori8inal
!ransect sche,De in Dorse!. Fev Dorset reserves have a lesident professlonal

vardcn or research eorkers eho can csrry out the valk each leek. The rrans€cr
(alkins eeek bealns on the reck April lsr-7th and ends on the Iast eeek tn
September. Thls Stves a toral oI 26 valkinS reeksi far too many for even a

skllled arateur eotoorclogisr to uodertake, €speclall, uheo 1t is reEeobered that
the only tlmes llkely to be free are traditionall, vet Brltlsh eeekends: vhen

the Conscrvatlon Officer for mNC su8Sested that ir vould be useful Eo ooniro.
Lhe buLtcrflies on Fonrmell Doln, the idea of a ream rransec! !alk vas devised.

a ,1-



In l{arch 1980 four smarerir entomolo8lsts oet to pl6n out rhlch eeeks they
could ,ralk snd devlse 6 route Et Fontmell Dorn ehlch rould cover the naln
trpes of hablt8t and the knorn 6reas used b, the dtff€rent specles of
butterflles. From this rDadrs Armyr approach to the Donitorlng of butterflles
on reserves 6pran8 the preseht netrork of r,slks vhtch hov totals stteen. From

the table of valks shosn at thE end of thls artlcle tt can be seen that there
sre fiant trpes o( ealkr sooe heve a lot of dlfferent sectors or trahsects, some

have only one. sone are long snd solle are short. The valks are ln voodland. over
dovnland 6nd heethland. The *alkers theftselves are es rerled as the velks snd

habltats. Slnce 1980 Fontmell Dovn has been valked b, schoolteachors, dentlsts,
clergyfien, nuns, nurses, house{lves,retlred ladles 6nd Sentlehen. the self-
employed snd the uneoployed. The IasE three cateSorles sre much ln dehand l.lth
valk or86nlsers ss the, cBn vslk ln mld-veek vhen everrone knoss the regther ls
much flnerl E€ch m6rch the volunleers Deet to declde the s6lks ard $htch eeeks

they lrill be able to oper6te. Durlng the suruner honths thet can be observed

vith clipboards or tape recorders foll.ovln8 the routes sarked out on their aaps

or soeetlEcs by larker posts. In October, slth the va1lc1n8 season noe over,
neetlnSs are 1n pro8ress to collate the records, lnterpret then and convey the

ftndlnSs to Ylrlous oans8erent comBittees and llso to the Dorset Envlronnental
Records Centre.

One lnajor problem hoeever renslned to be solved. If,ssy, the Coltllrcn

Blues on one reserve decllne hor are the bana8enent conEittee to knor shelher
this ls because of thin8s they h6ve done or beceuse of ertrensl fsctors ltke the
eeather? The reseryes vhlch have professlonel r.6rdens to do thetr t{alks
partlclpate ln the central schenre operated froD lronk's good. Using a computer

the reports 6re collated frofi all over the countrt 6nd reserves can rorl out
vhether thelr butterfltes have behsved ln the sarDe eay as everyone else's or
done sofiethl.nS dtfferent. This centr6l report hss slso been klndly hade

avatlable free of charge for the Dorset e6lks to eranine. lloeever lt ls posslble
that Covetnment funds may soon be vtthdravn Bnd tn anr..s. "or. ot the Dorset
ealk orSrnisers beSsn to thtnk that it nl8ht be useful to find a ray of
collatlng lnfornatlon sbout the Dorset Walk resulrs. This has bcen done

unoffict8lly slnce 1985 but notl rh6t rhe BBCS Dorset Ersnch has offered to take

the schene under ltis einR it is hoped that this service v11l be much inproved,
If our plans sre to succeed ,iore ealkers are Elvays needed. Future editlons of
this nevsletter eill include descrlptions of the rr.nsecr valks and it is hoped

that members of BBCS vtll feel inspired to try then our for themselyes 6nd

perhaps Joln one of their local ealk teahs. If so please get in touch lJith thc
*alk orSaniser (listad belor). I should also like to knou of any other ralks
not I isted.

,
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DORSET TRANSECT WALXS _ REFER TO MAP OPTOSITE FOR LOCAI']ON

(ev flap Ref. O{ner. Habitat. Sectors. Srart. Or8ainser.

Fontmel I
Dorn

884168 I)TNC Chalk

Do!,Dland

l98O W. C. Shreevcs

Shfl fteshrrry 2587

1L

t Suana8e 0281 Chalk

Do,nland

Dr J. Thonas

1,,areham 51518

1976

Hod Hi lI 858108 N'I' JChalk

Dot nland

I 1982 'Iubb

0/125 54510

d Tadnol I tqBT DTNC I{eathland 7 l9a2 Tony Bates

0929 47t563

Poperstock 537965 DTNC Voodland 6 I S85 Robert Smith

0308 86276tt

I Sorel I 993109 OTNC 5 1985 Bill Shreeves

Sha ftesbury 2587

Chalk

Doun rand

E Neelands

Batch

1893 DTNC I986 I!. lorbett
0308 24856

Duncliffe M 1986 Brlan Dicker

0963 32t!53

Fifehead t 782t1 t|t woodland 5 1986 David Carter

9t 820823

N-r

\,

Chalk

Doenland

t3 1986 J. Tubb

0425 54510

h_ 816222 l.Jood land 5

i

J. Ha'Dbledon AL612t



k. Stubhampton 896167 Private lloodland 2 1985 Biil Shreeves

l l,lest Moors 0904 RrlOC IleathlaDd llr ( Polrrie

0202 876616

1985

Lydlinch 135135 Private Scrub

Comnon

Ur R L,heeler

0963 40158

13 1987

Jerrys Hole 875165 DTNC 1 1985 till ShreevesScrub

Crass

Oakers l.lood 816920 Private lfood/Heath 1987 Ton, Bates

0929 471563

t, Bracketts
Coppice

516072 DTNC l,loodland 1988 Dr J Thomas

0925 51518

q Pi.!dl cs lrdod 7912 DTNC l,loodland 1989? Brisn Dlcker

t,6
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RTTMRFLY TRANSECT IIII,XS IN DORSEI

ITONTMELI, T]O['N. ST 885 I78

r8

]'his reserve is ouned partly by the DTNC and the remainder is leased frorn the
National Trust. The I43 acres of chalk doenland is managed by a local connittee
rith advice from mNC Conservalion Officer. From 1987 the Trtst has 8tazed
the reserve t{ith tt's orn sheop and, in late sunmer and autumn, l,ith cattle
from.eiShbouring farmers. For this reason it is important that any dogs are
kept under control. Since the 1970s $hen the reserve was purchased, AI species
of butterfly have been recorded, but only 34 of these are recorded regularly-
Collectin8 butterfltes on the reserve is not alloped. The butterfly valk is
,nonitored by a team of volunteers as no fult time varden is employed her€.
The team hope this Ehls article l{i1l stimulate other BBCS memebers to assist
them at thls and the other seven ralks uhlch they monitor.

To find the start of the valk leave the A35O at Fontmell Ha8na 3nd rake
the road to lshmore. Before reachtng the crossroads forDed by Lhe upper road
ro Shaftesbury from Blandford, park in a layby near the top of the h11l(885168)
l,ralkback dolrn the hill a short way and 80 throuSh the gate. Pass a1on8 a grassy
trsck untll you re6ch a Hood- Co through the gate on your left 6nd follot, a
path throuSh a narroe strip of roodland. At the end of thls lath there is a
Sate and stile; this ts the start of the ualk.

To soDe ertent the route is marked by rrhite topped posts. At the end of each
section there ls an orsnRe topped narker whlch indicates the number of the nert
section. Sheep, cattle and people meddle xith these posts so you vil1 nost
Itkely reed the nap: There are fourteen sections snd the route takes ebout trro
hours. The butterflies entioned xill of course only be present at the
sppropiste tlme of the year.
Sectlon li takes you throuSh semi-improved grassland, lransgement pollct 16 to
cut this for har. Not much here apalt from Meadow Browns snd Catekeepers along
the edge of the wood and the odd Small CoDper- tJhen you resch Ehe corner of the
rood keep stralght on across the field untll tou re6ch the 8ate and stile {hich
nark the end of thls sectlon.
Section 2; takes you across the stretch of doynland knovn as Little Dosn- At
present this ts grazed by cattle in the autunn. The sprin8 display of ,ellov
covslips ts replaced ln earl, sumer bt the darker shades of Yelloe Rattl.e and
in late sunner b, the blues and purples of Scabious and f,napreed. Thts area
of lonSer 8rsss favours Marbled tlhite, S'n411 Sklpper and Headol, Brovn. Fron the
Sate valk to rour right and sli8htly domhlll torards the vood. You'1111 reach
a sli8htly embanked path rhich uill lead to a Sate and stile ehlch are the
entrance to the strlp of uoodland knorn as Csts llhlsker-
Section 3; thls voodland sectlon is not vert Sood for butterflles. Cats Uhisker
r6s pl6nted with Eostly beech and conifer betreen the txo wars on rrhat xas
ortSinallt chalk doxnland. It ts hoped to viden the rldes 6nd replace the
conifers l,lth declduous trees but this eill be a Sradual process- If tou pass
throuSh sectton 3 before lunch ,ou xill not see nuch- later though the Speckled
goods are about 8uardln8. their terrltorles and tEny RinSlets till be evident.
In late sunrmer the edSe of the ride cones aliye rlth fleop A8rlmon, xhlch attracts
pre hibernatlng Vanesslds and the occalslonsl SiIver llashed Fritil16ry. tJalk
stral8ht slonS the rtde and pass over the Sate and stile at the far end. If
countin8 though keep on to the end of the scrub at the polnt vhere the path
hits a small chalk qoarrr. Turn left and pause at the top of the erbankflent.
Here you have the best view of the reserve vith the rEsnlftcent drop to the drI

v.11ey belox. You now make a steep descent dovn the !'est facing chalk dovnland
knoxn as South CurIeE. ualk nore or less stralSht doun the slope heading for a

8ap throuSh the scrub at the bottom.
SIS$9!3 1s yery short and ends as soon ss the scrub closes in on etther
stde. The shorter turf fsvours Snal1 Hesths. once lnto the scrub rou are ln
ES!]gd 0n tour left and rtsht you should pass tracks cut ln order to break
up the scrub 6nd encourage the 8ror.th of l,rtld Strsvberry and Violets for the
Grtzzled Skippers and Dark Green Fritillart. Pass rhrou8h a narroe 8ap ln the



scrub and oo your left a magnificent tlhitebeam. (eep walklne dornhill but
before reachlng the fence at the bottom turn rieht across the clearing belou
the scrub, The grass here tends to be very r1on8 and the comnittee plans to
cattle Sraze ln the autumn in order to create the ri8ht conditlons for co{sllps
to regenerate. This ls Duke of Burgundy territory. If you are lucky xhen you
reach the shorter Srass ampitheatre ln the corner of the scrub you may find
several males perching on their territories and engaSin8 in serial combat. it
this Doint valk doxnhill to the 8ate and out of the seclion.
Section 6; starts by turning ri8ht up the valler. An l8th century estate map
shors that thls sectlon ras once farmed in small strips. llowever the normal
chalk dornland species of plants are gradually re-establishing themselves. This
section ls particularl, favoured by Dingy and Grizzled Skippers and also by
Comrnon Blues. It ls vorth pausing in this srea as often a vlsitln8 Marsh or
Peerl Bordered Fritlllary puts in a Suest sppearance. You nol{ turn left and
begin to cllmb out of the valley and into
Section 7; this section 1s knoun as North Curlew. These nert four qections
are probablt the nost ioportant on the reserye. They are South facin8 chalk
doynland. tt ls here that the Cha1kHi1l Blue snd the Adonls BIue occur and also
the last survlving colony in Dorset of Silver Spotted Skipper. Here you can
also see the serious problem xhlch the reserve nanagenent codnitteeface. Research
has shoen thBt Adonis Blue and silver Spotted Sktpper only flourish on grassland
of a fev centimetres in hel8ht and {ith bsre earth revealed. Such condttions
l,ere obtained in the past b, lntensive sheep Srazin8 ahd heavy rsbbit lnfestatiotr.
These days thls is hard to perpetuate and there is 6 never ending battle aSalnst
scrub and Slender False Brofie Grass (Brachypodium sylvaticum) rhlch threatens
to spread up from the bottom of the slope 6nd Join hands xlth the 8orse Eoylng
dor.n from the top. If they succeed then the rarer shorter turf species l.lill
becofle past memories. (eep noving leftwards up the slopes of North Curlev
fo1lo,in8 a sheep track. Near the top follos a track and hopefully vall markers
a1on8 a course near the fence 6t the top of the slope but below the gorse. The
8ate and stile rark the start of
Section 8i knouD as Big Bury. (eep to a series of sheep tracks rhich take a
course belo, the gorse and sometimes pass through patches of scrub. Each patch
of scrub usually boasls a Speckled vood, a gagSle of Gatekeepers and even a
Creen hairstreak. gatch out for the occaislonal flash of pgssinS oranSe which
could indlcete a Dark Green Fritillary but bewsre the day flyinB oak E88ar liloth.
Another 8ate and stlle mark rhe start of
Sectton 9; called Little Bury, I.ralk sltShtly to the left and do$nhill toeards
a gap io the scrub. Soon you should reach the edge of a steep drop. Be]ow is
a snall enclosure which l,as nade to grov Ntdney Vetch, the foodplant of the
Sosll Bl're. The aln is to re-lntroduce thls specles to the reserve, It once
erlsted on a patch of land belon8ing to a farmer in the va1ley bottom but xas
sccidentally Brazed out. Turn Ieft alonS the edEe of the steep drop and then
r18ht doun a gentler slope to a path at the botto,r, Turn left here and head
torards another Bate and stile. The slopes at different tlmes of the rear are
blue, pink snd uhtte rdth milkeort, yellov rith llorseshoe Vetch, the food
plant of the Adonis snd ChslkHill B1ues, and rhite with eyebright. Look out
for the dvsrf lol, lrtnS thistles as these sre favoured by feedin8 Silver Spott€d
Sklppers and Dark Green Frltillsries, The stile narks the start of
Section l0; ehlch pssses s1on8 the bottom of BiB Bury. llatch out here for the
translucent blue-green nale Adonis Elue ehich 1n a good year set up patrol
territorles all along the foot of the bank to the left of the path. On the
banks look for the Ye11ow Rock Rose which ls the foodplant of the Broun lrgus.
Xeep strstSht slong the p€th until you can see s larSe 8ap ln the scrub vhich
leads doxn to s Bap in the hedgerop 6t the botton of the doxn. Turn rtght and
he6d into the scrub st thls polnt. Vhen you reach the Srassy area surrounded
b, scrub ,ou are ln
!t.l:g!_!!; Turn risht and follor a sheep track uhich passes throush a 1on8

rl



thin Elade sorro(flded by scrub. ln early sutrlier look out for Green Hairstreaks
in the scrub and Dllke of Btrrsundjes on territorial dutv in the snall
scatloped inlets atonc the hedscrot. 'lhis ts a favourite spot also, but later
in the year for the Larse Skippers, *hich when disturbed return to the same

perch more often than not. 0n a fine sum,ner daI in late sunfler lar8e clumps
of llarjoran Slve off a herbal aroma which attracts naov ChalkHill' Adonis and

Coffron Blues, Meadow Brorns and Catekeepers and the occaisional Brown Ar8us.
l,Jhen the psth narrows and reaches a c1esrin8,
the scrub to the left. Belop the stile are a

the steep slope Bhich terminate at another sti
Secllon 12; here you Hill need to turn left a
shelter belt. This is the onlt part of the va

a stile can be detect€d hidden in
series of uooden steps cut lnto
1e and brin8 this sectlon to an end.
nd then right throuS,h a shady
lk ehich does not belong to the

DTNC but the faroer owner hss ktndly alloted access to those salkin8 throuSh the
transect. lpart fro speckled Toods there ls little to be seen here. Hovever
then the Privet hedSe is ln florer look out for Peacocks' Srall Tortolshells,
Red Ad.trals and,in favourable rears,Painted Lsdies. The stile et the end of
this shelter belt leads on to
Sectlon 13
to orchl 1

'Llttle Dovn below the hed8e'- this area is perhaps of hore interest
overs thar butterfly l{alkers: After the 8lut of Covsltps the area

holds Early Purple, TwayBlade, Butterfly, Corurcn Spotted, Pra8rant and PrraDidal
Orchids. Frol'l the sttle {alk to the rl8ht on a diaSonal tosards a narron 8ap
ln lhe hedgeror. This ls nox
Sectlon 14; rlittle Dovn above the Hed8er - holds creen Hairstre6ks ln lhe hedae
iii-36i'Tftoppe.. and Dukes in the sheltered inlets. Pass throush a itlshtr
passsge betHeen some scrub and embanknent. This is not a section for r6rltles
but is usual1, re1l populsted uith the lon8er Erass species like atbled l'lhiEe
and meador Broen. If you cab spare a moment look for Clustered Bellflower
snd Frog Orchid. Part xsy alon8 the eflbankment climb up to the riSht and head
for the 8ste and stile st the top of the doen.

Iou are now back at the end of Sectlon I and can retrace tour steps back
to rour car. If you would like more lnforhation about Fontmell or rould like
to help please contact; BilI Shreeves, 5, Eutts llead, Shaftesburv, Dorset SPE 8t'ls
or telephone Shaftesbury 2587. Look out in m C Nersletter for oeets her end
Bulded v6lks.

IIEI.IS SNIPPETS.

The branch tried to orsanise R llne ln scientific papers for our sales
stsnd but althouSh the authors of these documents are in favour of the ides there
is unfortunately a coprright on the orl8inal script by the sclentiflc Journals
tn which the, vere first Dublished ln. If you are lnterested in any of these

the ne$ tltles are published in the BBCS llational Newsletter and you can order
photocoptes of these from your local librarr if rou need them.

v-o LES CLB{EI{TS

Thanks 6lso to everybody uho donated money to the branch. Les Cleaents ytll
Frite soon to thank those members concerned.

Plesse let rour feelinss be knorn to the comnittee about the l{ay tn rJhich

the branch ts beins run. l,le need feedback to tell us if you like or dlslike the
type of events that are orSanlsed and of course we relcome any suS8estions snd

ldeas rhlch you may have.

lny arttcles or ness lten's consldered Horthv of publishinS Ehould be

sent to rhe Editor. The deadline for the Sprlng Edition is HrRCH IST f989



by Phi I Grey.

In,ry Ioun8er days I found iE difftcult to believe that butterflies could
miSrate over long distances, Tt had to be accepted that certain butterflies
and moths came to En8land fron the Continent by flyinS the Channel under

favourable conditions, but stories about the lmerican onar€h arriving here

having crossed the Atlantic seemed rather far-fetched, despite the prevailinB
vind aDd the choice they hsd of
starting fron NeEfoufidland. It ras not

untll llarch 1974, when one could st111

travel in serenity by sea from Cape

Tovn to Sorthampton, that somethln8

happened which obliSed me to alter my

outlook. ge {ere three days ho,ne{ard

bound from Cape Tolrn on a rarm and flat
troplcal nl8ht, rhen I noticed a large
number of butterflles coming aboard at about 1l pm - froo an Easterly direction.
At that time xe were 15 degrees so th of the Equator and 600 Diles from the
nearest land, halfway betreen the coast of Angola snd the island of St Helena.

The insects settled near the l/arlous lights and on the passenger decks 1

counted over l0O specimens, of rhich a quarter vere fenales. There most have

been man, Dore, but by horning they had all disappeared. The butterfly tJas

Hypolimnas mlsippus, a nynphalid of up to three inches in rinaspan. The male

is velvet black "ith a lar8e vhite spot on each vin8, fringed with violet or
irrldescent b1ue. The female is qulte different, being an accurate Dinic of
another rhigrant - the African Honarch (Danaus chrysippus) and beinS aolden
broun and dtstasteful to birds. lllsippus is a native to the whole of trolical
Africa vhere it breeds in 1ar8e numbers early in the year. I have seen lt in
Rhodesia and in some years it travels as frr south as Cape Totn, The species
is uell kno',r'n in India khere it apparently has established itself and it appears

to be known in other places but suitable larval foodplaDts are not aleays available
Since n, hsmbling erperience I have sleaned much infornation re8arding l:isippus
mi8ration. testuard from Africa it is knovn on the islands of St Helena and

Ascension. lt is also present sporadically on several islands ln the llest
Indies. one can only surmlse how it reached that tar bu! probably fron the
coasts of Sierra Leone and Liberia. Eastsards, Hisippus reaches the Seychelles,
vhich lie t000 niles froin the coast of Xeyna. It has also been found on

Chrlstmas Island in the ltlantic 0ce6n.

It eould be interestlns to hear from other menbers vho have knorled8e of

locstions outside Afri.a of this amazing nterant.

Z\

BUTTERFLY MICRATION.



BIfl-I'ERFI,IES A'T JIINIPER IIALI,

Sunday lTth.ruly vas not only my bjrlhday but it t,vtts also the day that the

Loodon Branch of the llB(:S orsanised a Butterfly Festival at.runiper Hall,
a field studies cenlre near Leatherhead. Vith a little persuasion my falnily
and I spent a very enroyablc day lhere lookina st brtterflics from all sorts
of anSles and aspects.

The first thing {hich struck me ras hor relared the oraanisation t,as, but

nevertheless, very efficient. Amoflgst other things there ,ere dlsplays of
books or butterflies; butterfly stamps, and of course the real thing. iThese
l,ere to be seen in E number of breeding/fliSht ca8es. llot{ever if you Here

of stout enouSh mind 6nd body you could take a valk on the nearby Dovns and

viet the real thin8. The veather thor8h xas not vert aood and nuch too uindy

so I decided not to venture forth. Hovrever there uere many lectures and also
demonstrations on a very ride ranSe of toplcs and I prevailed myself on the

lecture concerning botterfly photoSraphy. This lecture ras j.n fact well
attended and proved to be very interestinE.

The laboratory held a nmuber of flicroscoplc erhibits. The details of many

parts of butterflies vere on vlew. It l,as essential to 8et ones eyes

properly tnto focus in order to 8et the most out of this part of the

eihibttion. Some of the patterns on the rln8s made the scales rere certalnly
rorthy of an artist. There ras in fact a small display of paintings and

drairin8s ahich ras f€scinatinS unfortunately thouSh the prlces of these

l.ere 6 little above ny pocket. I only lished that I had had some of the

talents xhich these erhibitors demonstrated.

Horever there vas one display quite definitely 'above'- that of the British
Cas llot Air Bslloon. This offered tethered rides to the tinners of the

raffle. The flrst tt{o vitrners of the raffle vere not availsble( sensible
people) but I,,as third. At a heiSht of ohly thlrtr or forty feet one

certalnly Sets a dlfferent perspecttve of the sorld. This effect 'ras
stron8ly enphasised vheE the balloon listed sotne fortt five deSrees at times:

The Bround looked very hard fron up there, but as the reather raDidly

deterlorated the ptlot thankfully returned to 'ter16 firDa'

A talk "ith the London Branch Chairman Eave an insiSht to the organising
requlred to staBe such 6n event and atso of course the publicity vhicfi 8oes

wlth it. The d6y proved to be very enjorEhle and I believe profitable for the

London Branch. ln erent on stnilar lines here in Dors€t could possibly

benefit our locsl branch.
TR, B. I,. I.IEEXS.
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