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Editor's Note

The eagle-eyed among you will have noticed that this newsletter is 
No. 100, which was preceded by No. 99, the Butterfly Report for 
2021, mailed in May 2022, that being preceded by the Autumn 2021 
issue, No. 97, mailed in January 2022. You have not missed an edition: 
we just accidentally missed out using the number 98. How four of us 
can produce and proof a newsletter without noticing is rather 
remarkable, but we did it! 

We thought it would be interesting to look back over our nearly-
100 newsletters to the first one, not dated but probably published in 
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From Editor Jane Smith

Many thanks to all the contributors to this newsletter, who have 
together given us a wide range of articles. I hope you will find them 
interesting reading.

This particular newsletter has been gestating for many months, but 
not reached completion until now. This has largely been due to 
circumstances in my life which have made it difficult to concentrate 
and spend time on the newsletter. I have always struggled with the 
formatting of articles to send to Lyn Pullen for her to produce the 
final design and layouts, and this became a major block for me. As a 
result, Lyn Pullen and I have adjusted our respective shares of the 
work, so that all the final formatting, design and layout will be done 
by her, and I will source and edit the articles into preliminary 
formats. We work together well, so this should work for us both.

We are always interested in your thoughts and experiences with 
lepidoptera - why not think about writing something for us to 
publish? It hasn’t got to be about rare or exotic butterflies: tell us 
about your reaction to that first hawk-moth you encountered or 
how you first became interested in butterflies and moths.

1988. In the “Chairman's Letter” Les Clements said “as a new branch 
we have a long way to go before we can produce a newsletter of the 
quality of, for example, the West Midland Branch (some 28 pages!)”. 
If you would like to see it for yourself, we’ve put a scanned image on 
the website’s Branch Newsletter page - go to the News page and 
click the link in the right-hand column.

We are no longer gong to send out a hard-copy Events list with our 
newsletters. This ceased in lockdown and we have had no 
complaints, so we hope it will be acceptable. You can see our events 
on the Branch website, which will also carry a printable version of 
the whole. This will save us some money; the cost of the newsletters 
is forever increasing (the last newsletter cost £1,040 to print and 
post) and we are grateful to those who have agreed to receive digital 
copies.  Let us know if the lack of a printed events list causes you 
problems and we will see what we can do on an individual basis. 
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The southerly and easterly airstreams in the late summer provided 
great excitement for the moth fraternity with stunning species like 
the Orache, Striped Hawk-moth, Convolvulus Hawk-moth and the 
delightful Humming-bird Hawk-
moths which many members of 
the public enjoyed seeing and 
sent in photographs to our 
gallery page. And the end of 
October saw the arrival of many 
immigrant Crimson Speckled 
moths, a beautiful species which 
up to recently has been a rare 
arrival to the UK.

These immigrant arrivals and the northward movement of relatively 
common species are dramatic and headline grabbing, but our main 
concern must be for our more sedentary species that have very 
specific ecological requirements which tend to restrict their 
distribution to localised pockets on vulnerable sites. Our 
conservation attention should continue to be focussed on species like 
the Marsh Fritillary, Duke of Burgundy and Wood White which seem 
to respond well to carefully targeted habitat management and which 
have flourished on some of their Dorset locations in recent years.

The changes we are witnessing are not all negative – the rapid 
movement northwards of species like the Comma, Speckled Wood 
and Ringlet prove this. The successful reintroduction of the Large 
Blue in several southern counties and the re-establishment in England 
of the Chequered Skipper are hugely exciting. This summer in Dorset 
we have recorded several butterfly species spreading up from 
mainland Europe, admittedly in small numbers. Queen of Spain 
Fritillary, Scarce Swallowtail and the continental Swallowtail are 
examples, and the influx of Clouded Yellows with a few Painted Ladies 
in the latter part of this summer was noticed by many people, as 
were the Red Admirals arriving well into November. Some of these 
may well survive the winter if it is not too cold.

Crimson Speckled moth. 
Photo: Chris Fox

Listen to the science! The headline from Butterfly Conservation 
following this year's Big Butterfly Count suggested that it had been 
the lowest count ever – possibly due to the very hot dry spell in July 
and August. We won't know until next season what the full 
consequences will be to our butterflies of this summer's dessication 
of their larval foodplants and the drying up of their nectar sources 
but it will be interesting to see the full analysis of this season's 
transect results when they are produced – and some of these will 
have been affected by last year's conditions so the picture is 
complex. We have over 80 different transect walks in Dorset with 
around 250 volunteers involved, a fantastic effort. In addition we 
have the Wider Countryside surveys, the Garden Butterfly counts 
and the phenomenal number of sightings sent in to our website each 
year (more than 80,000!), and to other recording sites. All this year's 
results will be available for analysis and discussion at the regional 
meetings our branch holds in the early months of each year – they 
are well worth attending.  All the data makes a very valuable 
contribution to our understanding of the conservation requirements 
of butterflies and moths.

“Déjà Vu” is not intended to be a reference to the recent political 
turmoil in the UK, or to the “bla bla bla” emanating from the COP27 
conference, or even to the observation that the heavy rain over the 
Halloween period arrived at exactly the same time as the depression 
that produced the floods in Dorset in 2021. No, it's more about the 
cycle we seem to have found ourselves in, which subjects our land to 
long periods of dry and cold in the spring, increasingly hot dry 
summers and very wet often warm spells in the autumn. And sadly 
accompanying this trend is the continuing downward spiral in the 
fortunes of our butterflies and moths, and the biodiversity of our 
island in general.

Thoughts of Déjà Vu from Nigel Spring

View from the Chair
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By their very nature, night-flying moths can take a lot of effort to 
see, let alone identify. With plenty of enthusiasm, a good reference 
guide and possibly a knowledgeable friend, it is quite easy to become 
fascinated by the world of nocturnal moths. However, looking for 
examples of our day-flying moths, including night-flying moths that 
readily fly in daytime, can be a great way of introducing ourselves to 
moths while carrying out our regular surveys of butterfly species. 
This article covers sightings of moths seen during the late spring and 
summer of 2020 at various 
locations in Dorset. 

The first species seen was a female 
Muslin Moth, found on a local walk 
in Yetminster on 4 May. Although 
the male of the species is strictly 
nocturnal, the female flies during 
the day, especially in bright 
sunshine and represents a minority 
of species of moths where the 
female is a daytime flyer. The next 
species seen was a Cream-spot 
Tiger, a particularly impressive 
moth which is strictly a nocturnal 
species but can readily be 
disturbed during the day. This 
example was disturbed during a 
butterfly transect walk at Lydlinch 
Common on 15 May. A visit was 
made to Lankham Bottom on 23 
May particularly to see the Wood Cream-spot Tiger-moth. 

Photo Colin Burningham

Finally to return to the déjà vu theme, we cannot escape the fact 
that as the economic and political situation deteriorates, the 
environment and our biodiversity crisis is likely to be increasingly 
sidelined on the government's list of priorities. So it becomes more 
and more important that we makes our voices 
heard, however we can – for the sake of our 
children and grandchildren and the natural 
world. Our branch now has over 1000 
members – that's a lot of positive energy!

Muslin moth. Photo: Colin Burningham

WEST – Saturday 18 February 2.00 at Toller Porcorum Village Hall DT2 
0DT. Organiser is Steven Brown: estherandsteve@btinternet.com or 
07748 730399

BUTTERFLY TRENDS MEETINGS

Our four regional  'Butterfly Trends' meetings are running again! 
Everyone is welcome to come along even if you haven't been 
involved in recording or are new to butterflies and moths.  It's a 
chance to meet up with fellow enthusiasts and hear reports on the 
2022 season.  You are also invited to give a short presentation on 
your butterfly/moth experiences or show your photos if you would 
like: please contact the relevant organiser.

NORTH – Friday 17 March, 7.30 at East Stour Village Hall SP8 5JY

SOUTH  – Thursday 9 March, 7.30 in the Main Hall of Corfe  Castle 
Village Hall  BH20 5EE. Organiser is Lorraine Munns: 
lhmunns@hotmail.com or 07973 853628

Full details of each meeting can be found at  
www.dorsetbutterflies.com/events, including which transect walks 
come into each area.

Organiser: Robin George: rab.george@btinternet.com or 01747 824215

EAST – Friday 3 March, 7.00 at Broadstone War Memorial Hall, Tudor 
Road BH18 8AW. Organiser:  Steven Brown, as above.  

Moths seen Flying by Day

Colin Burningham writes about looking for moths that fly 
in the day�me
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Our next moth species was recorded in its larval form. On a visit to 
Stockwood church, near Chetnole, on 26 July, an Alder moth larva 
was found sitting on the entrance gate. The larva was in the striking 
colour of the 5th instar of black overall with yellow bands and it was 

We found ourselves on Portland 
once again on 21 July and we 
were walking in Tout Quarry 
when two “flies” flew closely by 
and landed on the pathway in 
front of us. Luckily, they stayed 
long enough for us to realise that 
they were a pair of mating 
Clearwings and they gave us just 
enough time to take some 
photographs before they carried 
on their way. On our return 
home, on consulting our reference 
book, we discovered that our flies 
were in fact Six-belted Clearwing 

moths, a very lucky find. They are day-flying moths but are not seen 
that often, except when lures are used to attract them. 

On 23 June, a visit was made to Broadcroft Quarry on Portland to 
see the Silver-studded Blues and during our searches, we disturbed a 
strictly night-flying moth, a Portland Ribbon Wave. This is generally 
considered to be an unusual migrant but it apparently thrives as a 
resident on Portland and possibly on other sites along the south 
coast. On the same visit to Portland, we were later walking in Tout 
Quarry when we found a mating pair of Scarlet Tiger moths, 
showing their rich and diverse markings. This is a species of moth 
that flies by both night and day and records show that the moth is 
increasing in numbers in the British Isles and spreading slowly 
northwards. We were walking around the Sherborne Terrace on 14 
July when we were fortunate to disturb a Shaded Broad-bar. This is 
strictly a night flyer but is frequently disturbed during the day.

Pair of mating Six-belted Clearwings. 
Photo: Colin Burningham

Moving on through the month of May, a number of day-flying moths 
were seen in late May and June, starting with a Forester moth at 
Lankham Bottom on 30 May. In the British Isles, we have three 
species of Forester moths which are superficially very similar to one 
another and their separation is outside the scope of this article; 
suffice to say that Lankham 
Bottom supports colonies of both 
the Forester moth and the Cistus 
Forester moth and our specimen 
could have been either of them. 

Our next sighting was a Five-spot 
Burnet moth, form minoides at 
Holwell Drove on 14 June. We 
normally see Five-spot Burnets 
with five relatively distinct red 
spots but various degrees of 
coalescence of the spots can be 
found with the ultimate form 
minoides showing the joining of all 
five spots into one flowing shape. 
At the same site, nine days 
previously, another Five-spot 
Burnet moth, form lutescens, was 
seen where the red colouring was 
replaced by yellow. This form is 
somewhat unusual and during a 
number of visits to the same site 
the following year, none were 
found.

Tiger. Our timing was perfect and good numbers were seen, being 
easily disturbed from low vegetation and flying fast and furious. With 
a little patience they can be tracked to their next resting place 
where they can be observed more closely. Another attractive moth.

Photo: Colin Burningham
Five-spot Burnet minoides. 

Five-spot Burnet lutescens. Photo: 
Colin Burningham
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Editor’s Note: When Colin used the word “form” to describe the 
Burnet moths in this article, it got us wondering what the difference 
was between “form” and “aberration”. Mark Parsons, Butterfly 
Conservation’s moth expert, informs us that “aberration is usually 
used for a one-off unusual variety, whereas a form is something that 
occurs regularly within a species. It is not always straightforward as 
these will have been described formally somewhere and something 
could have been described  as a form, variety, aberration etc.”  Well, 
we did ask!

possibly looking for a site to 
pupate. The final species described 
in this article is the Chalk Carpet 
which was seen on the Osmington 
downland on 31 July. The Chalk 
Carpet is a nocturnal species but 
is easily disturbed during the day. It 
is not a particularly common moth 
and is often overlooked when 
looking for butterflies on chalk 
downland.

I hope this article might encourage you to look for day-flying moths 
and then possibly get involved in studying night-flying moths, but 
that's another story!

Please think about leaving us something in your will. If you 
prefer it to go to Dorset 
Branch you need to stipulate 
this or it will go to the national 
organisation.

Butterfly Conservation has 32 branches throughout the UK as 
well as hosting the European Butterflies Group (to which UK 
members can belong for an extra fee).

Alder moth caterpillar
Photo: Colin Burningham

Managing Dorset’s Transect Walks

As County Records Officer, Robin George writes about 
her role in running our Transect Walks programme

Dorset runs a large number of transect walks to monitor butterflies 
across the county. These walks involve covering the same route, once a 
week for 26 weeks from April to September, and recording the butterflies 
seen in an imaginary 5 metre box in front of the walker. The earliest of 
these walks, Ballard Down, was started in 1976, and has been walked every 
year since then. The Fontmell Down walk began in 1980. The walk results 
are now attaining the status of national treasures - a really vital snapshot of 
butterflies' changing fortunes, so it's absolutely essential to keep them 
going. Dorset's programme is part of the national UK Butterfly Monitoring 
System (UKBMS)

Each transect walk requires a walk co-ordinator, to set up a rota each year, 
find volunteers to walk, check their walk results and sort out any problems 
that arise. Many of our co-ordinators are running two or more walks - a 
few brave people run five or more. So, well before the start of the season, 
around February, I need to contact them all, to make sure they are still able 
to co-ordinate their transects, and to give me time to look for new co-
ordinators if required. I help new co-ordinators learn how the system 
works and how to enrol new walkers on UKBMS. Where co-ordinators 
are struggling to fill the rota we advertise for new volunteers via our 
website and social media. We run identification workshops and events, to 
help new walkers become more confident in their ID skills, and pair new 
walkers with experienced ones for their first few walks, so they learn the 
transect rules.

Many of you will, like me, have helped with transect walks, and entered 
your results on the UKBMS website. Before I became Transect Manager, I 
was unaware of all the additional work involved in running the transect 
programme. This had been done by Bill Shreeves and Martin Raper who set 
up and established the system for the Branch, and made sure it was 
working well. Martin Raper is still doing a sterling job supporting the 
system and was invaluable in helping me to get started.
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Alder moth caterpillar
Photo: Colin Burningham
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Shona Refoy continues her story of seeking more 
butterfly species in Summer 2021 than in 2020

My Butterfly Year Part 2

Firstly, I must apologise for somehow managing to omit my first 
Small Copper sightings from the Part 1 of this article - I saw at least 
five on Ballard Down on 17th April, a pleasant Spring day.

In between the two Glanville-spotting trips I went back to Haddon 
Hill, in the Exmoor National Park, Somerset to see the Heath 
Fritillaries. One male landed on and licked some red shoe laces - 
was he checking to see if they were a female? I had first gone to 
Haddon Hill in 2020, following a walk in “Butterfly Walks in 
Somerset and Bristol”. (While there I also visited nearby Haddon 
Moor, a Butterfly Conservation reserve, to see the Small Pearl-
Bordered Fritillaries).

On 1 June I paid a return visit to The Spittles, Lyme Regis (being very 
careful as the ground was wet, so the land was more likely to slip), 
and saw at least five female Wood Whites being quite active 
(including ovipositing) in the warm sunshine. Several days later, 

following reports of sightings on 
our website, I saw my first ever 
Glanville Fritillaries on Compton 
Down in Dorset. A few days after 
this my daughter and I went over 
to the Isle of Wight to see these 
beautiful butterflies at Compton 
Bay. It was lovely to see them in 
their more usual habitat, nectaring 
on the sea thrift on the cliff top. 
While there we followed Walk 23 
in “Hampshire and Isle of Wight 

Butterfly Walks”, during which I saw my first Meadow Brown and 
more Glanville Fritillaries.

Glanville Fritillary. Photo: Shona Refoy

Once all the walk results are in, hopefully by the end of October at the 
latest, I need to try to make sense of what sort of a season it has been, 
which bu�erflies have done well or not so well, and why. I then put 
together presenta�ons at the annual Regional Trends mee�ngs, and 
prepare informa�on for the Annual Report on bu�erflies, put together by 
Lyn Pullen. So as one transect year ends, the next one is already beginning.

 

Throughout the summer, walk co-ordinators need to notice when 
unexpected species are recorded in unlikely places or at unlikely times of 
year. Sometimes this is just because the user has selected the wrong 
species by mistake, but at other times it may require considerable tact and 
diplomacy to raise the unlikely nature of the species with the walker, and 
the walk co-ordinators can always contact me for support or advice to 
help them with difficult decisions. At the end of the walking season, Martin 
Raper and I check all the results for the year, making sure that all the 
necessary information has been entered, and looking for any errors in the 
data entry. No results can go through to the national database until we are 
satisfied that they are correct. My first year in the role was 2021, and I was 
very grateful for Martin Raper's experience and sharp eyes which meant 
that errors and omissions were much less likely to get through. Once the 
results are checked I send the data to Butterfly Conservation for inclusion 
in the national dataset, and I update the Dorset database.

In Dorset we have a set of venerable spreadsheets of walk results, dating 
back to the early days of the walks, with a sheet for each year's results. 
Once the walk is completed and checked for the year, these spreadsheets 
can be updated, and comparisons made with previous years. Some of the 
co-ordinators are happy to do this themselves, but I complete them for 
those who can't. Since taking over from Bill Shreeves I have kept these 
spreadsheets going, but I have also developed a parallel database of results 
from 2013, to allow much of the analysis to become more automated: very 
necessary when our number of walks is increasing.

Bu�erfly transects are walked to monitor bu�erfly numbers, with the aim 
of being able to improve the situa�on for bu�erflies.  The walk results 
need to be shared with the land owners, so that any significant changes in 
bu�erfly numbers can be looked at together with any habitat changes on 
the land that may have affected the bu�erflies.
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On the 29th June I set off for 
Collard Hill in heavy rain, which 
felt rather strange. The forecast 
was for a dull day, so my hope 
was that if any Large Blues were 
brave enough to fly they would 
rest with their wings open. I was 
lucky - after searching for some 
time I spotted and followed a 
female flying and nectaring on 
various plants, with her wings 

open! In 2020 I had visited Collard Hill on a sunny day - the 
butterflies were more active, but mostly kept their wings closed. I 
first went to Collard Hill the previous year, following the walk in 
“Butterfly Walks in Somerset and Bristol”. The 1st July saw me 
heading for Aish Tor on Dartmoor again, following instructions given 
to me by a fellow butterfly enthusiast from Devon, who I had met in 
Tout Quarry in 2019 (it was his annual treat to himself to see the 
Chalkhill Blues there). I saw many gorgeous High Brown Fritillaries, 
flying powerfully at speed and pausing to nectar on Bramble 
blossom. 

I saw my first White Admirals at Garston Wood the next day - 
another beautiful butterfly with such a graceful flight. A few days 
later I was at Badbury Rings, where I saw my first Gatekeepers and 
Essex Skippers, with a surprise White-letter Hairstreak on the way 
back down the track to the car park! Next was a trip to Tout 
Quarry, where I saw at least 2 Graylings and many other butterflies, 
but no Chalkhill Blues…

I went to Bentley Wood in the 
middle of July, where I had my first 
ever close encounter with a 
Purple Emperor. Despite being 
slightly worn, he was a very 
impressive butterfly with an 
amazing proboscis! I watched him 

Large Blue. Photo: Shona Refoy

Purple Emperor. Photo: Shona Refoy

Back home from Norfolk, during a walk at Badbury Rings with my 
daughter, I saw my first Small Skipper (also the first reported in 
Dorset, so a lovely surprise) and approximately six Dark Green 
Fritillaries. Next came a trip to Ditchling Common in East Sussex, 
following advice and guidance kindly supplied by Mark Pike, to see 
my first ever Black Hairstreaks. They spent most of their time licking 
the leaves of an oak tree, but did sometimes fly down to the bracken 
to pose for a photo! While there I also saw my first Silver-washed 
Fritillary, which was, unusually, a female (most of my first sightings 
are males, as they tend to emerge first). Nearing the end of June, I 
paid a return visit to Higher Hyde Heath (a DWT reserve), and saw 
at least 163 Silver-studded Blues, as well as my first two Ringlets. I 
first went there in 2019, having seen on our website a reported 
sighting of 300 Silver-studded Blues there. I just had to see them, so I 
looked up where Higher Hyde Heath was, and went the next day! 

A visit to Badbury Rings yielded the first Marbled White reported in 
Dorset that year, very close to where I had seen my first one the 
previous year! And on a trip to Ballard Down I saw over 50 
Lulworth Skippers, on a lovely sunny day.

In the middle of June I drove up to Norfolk to visit my son and his 
(now) wife, seeing them for the 
first time in 18 months. As they 
were working I went straight to 
Strumpshaw Fen (an RSPB 
reserve), on a very hot day with 
thunderstorms forecast for the 
evening. I saw several Swallowtails 
fly past at speed, but none settled, 
so I moved on to Hickling Broad 
(a Norfolk Wildlife Trust reserve). 
There I saw the Swallowtails 
nectaring on the yellow flag iris, as 
well as flying around me. Very fitting, as it was seeing the Swallowtails 
at Hickling Broad in 2018 which inspired me to begin my pursuit of 
all our native butterflies.

Swallowtail. Photo: Shona Refoy
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In Praise of Buddleia  

Richard Stewart is enthusiastic about the benefits 
of Buddleia in his garden, giving us some tips    

This list did not differentiate between the many varieties of Buddleia 
and one problem in some gardens is just having summer flowering 
davidii varieties. Flowering can be extended from late May into 
winter: early varieties include yellow globosa and long purple 
cascades of alternifolia. In our garden late flowering yellow 
weyeriana grows vigorously up our adjacent pine tree, in 
exceptionally mild years it can still have a few flowers in early 
December. Even with davidii the flowering period can be extended 
by not doing all the spring pruning at the same time and by 
deadheading regularly - ours normally has at least four deadheading 
sessions between July and August. 

Within night's stillness 

Ghost moths on hovering wings 

Every year I hear at least one person expressing disappointment at 
the lack of butterflies on their garden Buddleia. There may of course 
be a spell of bad weather during the flowering period but there are 
probably other causes too. Buddleia is not called 'the butterfly bush' 
without good reason, and in the booklet by Dr. Margaret Vickery, 
analysing the best two hundred garden nectar sources from the BC 
National Garden Butterfly Survey she organised, Buddleia came top 
with 37 species attracted. 

Hunt the perfumed dark. 

Finally Buddleia attracts many forms of wildlife - in our garden we 
have had nesting Goldfinches, parties of Long-tailed Tits, predatory 
hornets, seen the neat shapes taken out of leaves by Leaf-cutter Ants 
and had visits by moths. These include migratory Silver Y and 
Hummingbird Hawk Moths, not just in daylight hours but also: 

Last but not least, where else but my favourite place, Fontmell 
Down, to see the Silver-spotted Skippers on 10th August - the last 
of our native species to emerge. The first Skipper I ever met was a 
Silver-spotted, on Fontmell Down in 2015, while on a DWT work 
party, so they are very special to me. 

Back at Tout Quarry on 19th July I did see nine Chalkhill Blues. I 
must have been there quite early in their emergence, as two weeks 
later I saw too many to count! I called in at a very hot and sunny 
Lorton Meadows on the way home, where my first Clouded Yellow 
whizzed past me at high speed, in true Clouded Yellow fashion!

So, during 2021, I saw and photographed 54 species of butterfly, all 
during day trips from my Broadstone home, with the exception of 
the Swallowtail. All of the research was well worth it! As well as the 
methods mentioned above, I Google a lot and look up weather 
forecasts, locations and the websites of relevant counties to check 
that the butterflies have emerged before I set off on my travels. 

for 40 minutes as he fed on the track and some poo, so engrossed 
that he ignored a car being driven close past him! I also saw my first 
living Purple Hairstreaks in Bentley Wood (having previously found a 
dead one in Garston Wood).

It took me two visits to Alners Gorse at the end of July to spot my 
first Brown Hairstreak, and then I saw three, all males - it was so 
good to see this elusive butterfly again. I did see some females, and 
more males, during visits in August. [You can see Shona’s photo of a 
Brown Hairstreak taken at Alners Gorse on the back cover].

I'm delighted to have seen so many butterflies during 2021, but have 
yet to meet the Northern Five…

The Northern Five are the Chequered Skipper, Large Heath, 
Mountain Ringlet, Northern Brown Argus and Scotch Argus.

16 17



In Praise of Buddleia  

Richard Stewart is enthusiastic about the benefits 
of Buddleia in his garden, giving us some tips    

This list did not differentiate between the many varieties of Buddleia 
and one problem in some gardens is just having summer flowering 
davidii varieties. Flowering can be extended from late May into 
winter: early varieties include yellow globosa and long purple 
cascades of alternifolia. In our garden late flowering yellow 
weyeriana grows vigorously up our adjacent pine tree, in 
exceptionally mild years it can still have a few flowers in early 
December. Even with davidii the flowering period can be extended 
by not doing all the spring pruning at the same time and by 
deadheading regularly - ours normally has at least four deadheading 
sessions between July and August. 

Within night's stillness 

Ghost moths on hovering wings 

Every year I hear at least one person expressing disappointment at 
the lack of butterflies on their garden Buddleia. There may of course 
be a spell of bad weather during the flowering period but there are 
probably other causes too. Buddleia is not called 'the butterfly bush' 
without good reason, and in the booklet by Dr. Margaret Vickery, 
analysing the best two hundred garden nectar sources from the BC 
National Garden Butterfly Survey she organised, Buddleia came top 
with 37 species attracted. 

Hunt the perfumed dark. 

Finally Buddleia attracts many forms of wildlife - in our garden we 
have had nesting Goldfinches, parties of Long-tailed Tits, predatory 
hornets, seen the neat shapes taken out of leaves by Leaf-cutter Ants 
and had visits by moths. These include migratory Silver Y and 
Hummingbird Hawk Moths, not just in daylight hours but also: 

Last but not least, where else but my favourite place, Fontmell 
Down, to see the Silver-spotted Skippers on 10th August - the last 
of our native species to emerge. The first Skipper I ever met was a 
Silver-spotted, on Fontmell Down in 2015, while on a DWT work 
party, so they are very special to me. 

Back at Tout Quarry on 19th July I did see nine Chalkhill Blues. I 
must have been there quite early in their emergence, as two weeks 
later I saw too many to count! I called in at a very hot and sunny 
Lorton Meadows on the way home, where my first Clouded Yellow 
whizzed past me at high speed, in true Clouded Yellow fashion!

So, during 2021, I saw and photographed 54 species of butterfly, all 
during day trips from my Broadstone home, with the exception of 
the Swallowtail. All of the research was well worth it! As well as the 
methods mentioned above, I Google a lot and look up weather 
forecasts, locations and the websites of relevant counties to check 
that the butterflies have emerged before I set off on my travels. 

for 40 minutes as he fed on the track and some poo, so engrossed 
that he ignored a car being driven close past him! I also saw my first 
living Purple Hairstreaks in Bentley Wood (having previously found a 
dead one in Garston Wood).

It took me two visits to Alners Gorse at the end of July to spot my 
first Brown Hairstreak, and then I saw three, all males - it was so 
good to see this elusive butterfly again. I did see some females, and 
more males, during visits in August. [You can see Shona’s photo of a 
Brown Hairstreak taken at Alners Gorse on the back cover].

I'm delighted to have seen so many butterflies during 2021, but have 
yet to meet the Northern Five…

The Northern Five are the Chequered Skipper, Large Heath, 
Mountain Ringlet, Northern Brown Argus and Scotch Argus.

16 17



The final meadow was a fine 
example of unimproved neutral 
grassland and there were lots of 
insects to be seen, with plenty of 
grasshoppers as well as flying 
Roesel’s Bush Crickets. Far more 
of the grassland butterflies already 
seen were on the wing, plus a 
courting pair of Speckled Woods 
spiralling together. An examination 
of some of the thistles revealed 
tents of Painted Lady caterpillars, 
one with a final instar larva within. 

oaks which we scanned for Purple 
Hairstreaks, when by chance an 
insect blew past in the wind, 
which I managed to net: a very 
lively fresh Purple Hairstreak! 
Down in the field bottom we 
noticed a male Brimstone flying 
through and some Small Skippers 
were flitting along the hedgerow 
along with a Green-veined White 
or two. 

We then descended to a damper 
field with a stream in the bottom 
and found a Large Skipper in the longer grass there and the only 
Common Blue on the slope. A 
Large White appeared with a few 
Green-veined Whites, and a Holly 
Blue passed by. A lovely Golden-
ringed Dragonfly perched for 
photos on the bankside vegetation 
and others were seen zooming 
about. 

Silver-washed Fritillaries. Top is male 
and the bottom is female. 
Photos; Paul Butter

Small Skipper. Photo: Paul Butter

Guided Walk: Baber's Farm

  
   

On 14 July, Paul Butter led a walk round this farm 
in the Marshwood Vale, West Dorset

Setting off down the track we stopped by a bridge, where the first 
Silver-washed Fritillary was seen and on into a quite flowery 
meadow with a lot of Bird’s-foot Trefoil. Here were Marbled Whites, 
Meadow Browns, Gatekeepers, Ringlets and Six-spot Burnets, but no 
Common Blue. The next couple of fields had recently been grazed, 
so there was little to see, but Andy pointed out a pond that was due 
for some restoration work; unfortunately, after this dry spell, it was 
more of a bog than a pond. The next field was bounded by mature 

The first item on the agenda was 
the inspection of a moth trap that 
had been put in the barn by Andy 
the previous night. As it had been 
very hot and sunny the shade of 
the barn was used by the actinic 
battery-operated trap to save any 
trapped moths from being 
frazzled. There was not a large 
number of moths as a result, but 
Scalloped Oak, Common and 
Dingy Footman were recorded. A few flew straight off as the heat 
made them extremely active. Typical grassland species were also 
evident, such as Dark Arches, Heart and Dart, Straw Dot and the 
Grass Veneer. 

Ten Butterfly Conservation members turned up on a fairly blustery 
but sunny day at this wildlife-friendly farm in the Marshwood Vale. 
We were guided around the 90-odd acre farm by Andy Fale of the 
Countryside Regeneration Trust, who advises on the site, which is 
farmed mainly with sheep and cattle by the farmer Jim Strawbridge.

Dingy Footman. Photo: Ken Dolbear
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Drama in the Vegetable Plot

Kevin Denham writes about the activity of Parasitoids 
and Hyperparasitoids in his Dorset garden

Not for the first time, the 
precautions that I took to protect 
my broccoli plants proved 
inadequate when I saw large 
numbers of Large White 
caterpillars feeding voraciously on 
the leaves, and also observed 
females landing on the protective 
netting covering the plants, 
positioning their abdomen 
through the netting and laying 
their eggs on the plants below. As 
a butterfly enthusiast, and given 
the extensive damage to the 
broccoli plants, I decided to remove the protection, leave the plants 
untreated and enjoy the caterpillars completing their life cycle.

For those of us who enjoy growing our own vegetables, most will be 
aware of the need to provide secure protection for broccoli, 
cabbages and other members of the brassica family. These are the 
favourite food plants for the caterpillars of butterflies colloquially 
known as cabbage whites: the Large White, the Small White and 
occasionally the Green-veined White.

However, there are other organisms with complex and fascinating 
relationships with butterflies and that are wholly dependent upon 
caterpillars to complete their life cycles. These are parasitoids: 
insects whose larvae live as parasites of other insects and which 
eventually kill their hosts.

Photo: Kevin Denham
Large White caterpillars. 

so hopefully we will soon see more Painted Ladies around. A less 
happy scenario was the Small Skipper being held in the clutches of a 
white Crab Spider: nature red in tooth and claw.

At the top of the field another lucky break came when I managed to 
net a pair of Silver-washed Fritillaries and show the difference in 
markings at close quarters, the female being much more spotted, a 
less vivid orange and lacking the black scent lines of the male: a good 
finale to the walk.

Thanks to Andy for guiding us around the farm and being so 
informative about the work being done to enhance wildlife. 

Green-veined White 1,021 (531)
Adonis Blue 1,255 (2,587)

Total butterflies seen: 69,758 (69,495 in 2021)

Species total sightings reported to the website: 

Ringlet 2,500 (1,976)
Small Heath 2,338 (3,180)

Red Admiral 1,392 (2,978)

First sighting dates reported to the website:
Chalkhill Blue 27 June (16 July)

Silver-washed Fritillary 14 June (27 May)
Green Hairstreak 16 April (4 April)

Small Skipper 8 June (20 June)

Our Records Officer, Robin George, is hard at work analysing the 
butterfly records for 2022, which will be reported at the Regional 
Meetings (see page 6) and in our Butterfly Report, but here are a 
few random snippets from the website as at 16/11/2022.

BUTTERFLIES IN 2022
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larvae. The host caterpillar usually 
survives for several days, 
remaining nearby and sometimes 
positions itself over the cocoons 
to protect them from other 
insects. After a few days the 
caterpillar dies, possibly from 
dehydration or starvation as it 
does not eat whilst on guard over 
the cocoons. After seven to ten 
days the adult wasps emerge from 
the cocoons, with the males 
emerging before the females. On 
emerging, the female wasps are 
immediately mated by the waiting 
males, and so the life cycle 
continues as the females disperse 
to find young white caterpillars to 
inject with eggs.

Cotesia glomerata is far from rare, 
occurring widely across the UK. 
Whilst infected caterpillars may 
be few at the start of the butterfly 
breeding season, infection levels 
build up as the year progresses 
and later broods of Large White 
caterpillars may have infection 
levels of 60 to 70 percent. However, Cotesia glomerata does not 
come away unscathed as it in turn is parasitised by Lysibia nana, a 
hyperparasitic wasp, (which utilises another parasite as a host). 
Lysibia nana is an Ichneumon wasp that attacks newly cocooned 
pupae of brachonid wasps including Cotesia glomerata. The adult 
female wasp is attracted to plants that have been attacked by 
caterpillars infected with Cotesia glomerata, possibly through the 
detection of host pheromones, or volatile chemicals released by the 
plants under attack. It injects a paralysing venom into the Cotesia 

Lysibia nana injecting cocoons. 
Photo: Kevin Denham

Cotesia glomerata cocoons. 
Photo: Kevin Denham

After 15 to 20 days the wasp larvae prepare to emerge from the 
caterpillar. They do so by simply burrowing through the skin of the 
caterpillar body in what seems to be a coordinated process. It is 
believed that the larvae release a chemical that causes a form of 
paralysis in the caterpillar. On emergence the larvae congregate 
together and each immediately spins a yellow silken cocoon which 
are generally attached to a plant leaf. It is extraordinary that the 
emergence of this mass of larvae does not immediately kill the host, 
and more so that the parasitoid infection manipulates and influences 
the behaviour of the caterpillar, which spins a silk web over the wasp 
cocoons to reinforce and afford further protection to the pupating 

It became apparent that a number 
of Large White caterpillars in my 
vegetable patch were infected with 
a small parasitoid wasp species 
Cotesia glomerata belonging to the 
family Braconidae. The wasp is 
very small, about seven mm in 
length, and unremarkable in 
appearance being mainly black in 
colour with reddish legs. Adult 
female wasps ready to lay eggs 
seek out small first or second 
instar caterpillars, with Large 
Whites being the preferred host. 
The wasp is attracted to 
caterpillars feeding on plants 
through the detection of volatile chemicals released by the plant as a 
result of the actions of the caterpillar. The wasp only requires a few 
seconds to inject the caterpillar with up to 50 eggs. These are placed 
in the layer of fatty tissues immediately under the skin of the 
caterpillar where they hatch into maggot like larvae and grow rapidly, 
feeding upon the internal tissues of the developing caterpillar. In 
spite of this huge parasitic load, the wasp larvae appear to avoid 
damaging the vital organs of the developing caterpillar which 
continue to feed, moult and grow. 

Adult Cotesia glomerata wasp. 
Photo: Kevin Denham
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Weymouth Relief Road

Phil Sterling writes about the successful colonisation 
of butterflies on the Weymouth Relief Road

I don't suppose that many of us would lose sleep if we found that a 
planned new road near us was denied its planning consent. With new 
roads and other large infrastructure projects come inevitable losses 
of semi-natural habitats, some irreplaceable, potentially adding to the 
declines of Lepidoptera and other wildlife. It is also hard to see how 
the rather monotypic landscapes of rank unmanaged grassland, and 
serried rows of trees and shrubs in plastic shelters that get 
incorporated into the new road verges do anything to redress those 
losses. 

All this is set to change in coming years, and we should expect that 
new infrastructure puts back more into the environment than it 

Weymouth Relief Road Photo: Phil Sterling

 
Many, if not all, species of butterfly act as hosts to braconid 
parasitoids in the UK. A number are highly host specific and 
parasitise single species whilst others can infect several species of 
butterflies. To date over 20 species of braconid wasps have been 
recorded in the UK. Some of our uncommon butterfly species which 
have been subject to significant conservation effort, such as the 
Marsh Fritillary, can be significantly affected by parasitoid wasps to 
the extent that local populations are subject to dramatic fluctuations 
and may be lost in some areas. In response to high levels of 
infestation populations of Marsh Fritillaries are thought to disperse 
to colonise new geographical areas to avoid the parasitoids. 
Populations of other species of butterfly, some with a local 
distribution in the UK may also be adversely affected by braconid 
wasps. 

The interactions between parasitoids, hyperparasitoids and the 
butterfly hosts illustrates the complexity of biological systems which 
can be easily observed, even in a Dorset garden.

glomerata pupae which prevents any further development, and then 
lays an egg into the pupae. This process has to take place within a 
few days after pupation of the Cotesia glomerata larvae, otherwise the 
Lysibia nana larvae fail to develop. Adult Lysibia nana emerge from the 
infected pupa after around twelve days.

Given the abundance of Large White butterflies it seems reasonable 
to assume that it and the wasp have evolved over millennia with the 
dynamics of the two populations subject to natural fluctuations as a 
result of a range of biological factors. For example, whilst Cotesia 
glomerata frequently occurs in caterpillars that feed upon broccoli 
and cabbages, it is rarely found in caterpillars that feed on 
nasturtiums, a favourite food plant of the Large White butterfly. That 
said, Cotesia glomerata which is considered to be native to the UK 
and Scandinavia, has been introduced to other parts of the world 
including much of Europe, North America and Australia as a 
biological control agent for crop protection against cabbage white 
butterflies.
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At Ridgeway Hill, where the road cuts through the Cretaceous chalk, 
public access was incorporated across the slopes, including part of 
the South-West Coast Path, providing the opportunity for long term 
study of ecological succession from bare chalk to chalk grassland in 
coming decades. From 2012, within a year of the road opening, 
volunteer surveyors from Butterfly Conservation have had safe 
access to study colonisation of 
butterflies and to establish what 
has now become a transect walk 
across the main slopes.

The first scientific study on 
butterfly colonisation of the relief 
road has now been published (1), 
using results of surveys between 
2012 and 2020 to examine whether butterfly abundance, species 
richness and species diversity increased and to examine factors that 
might affect colonisation. The key results are:

Ÿ Butterfly abundance increased, as measured by mean counts per 
survey visit, and maximum counts. This was to be expected, as the 
bare ground has become sparsely vegetated and covered in 
wildflowers from spring to autumn.

Ÿ Species richness increased, and 30 butterfly species have been 
recorded on the verges including habitat-restricted species such 
as Small Blue and Adonis Blue. Chalkhill Blue colonised for two 
years but has not been seen recently [but see update in the next 
article]. Wall is regularly present in low numbers.

grassland seed mix which included key butterfly foodplants such as 
Kidney Vetch, Common Bird's-foot-trefoil and Horseshoe Vetch.

Ÿ Species diversity showed no significant trend.
Ÿ The most important factor affecting speed of colonisation of the 

verges by a particular species was existing presence in the local 
area, defined as the number of 1 km squares where two or more 
individuals of a species had been recorded prior to road 
construction in a 10 km square centred on Ridgeway Hill.
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destroyed in its construction. By example, National Highways 
(formerly Highways England, and covering England only) has a Key 
Performance Indicator for no net loss of biodiversity across its 
estate by 2025 and net biodiversity gain by 2040. This is rapidly 
changing minds in their project design teams, and we should see big 
scale habitat creation incorporated into all large road projects. New 
partnerships should emerge between National Highways, local 
authorities and conservation organisations as they look to meet 
their targets, and to fund conservation projects both on and off the 
road network. As an important start, in November 2021, National 
Highways issued a Major Project Instruction on the use of low 
nutrient substrates across all their larger schemes, drastically 
restricting the incorporation of topsoil into open landscapes and 
instructing instead the establishment of species-rich grasslands on 
infertile substrates as the new landscape standard.

What is hard to demonstrate 
currently in a scientific way is the 
ecological gain that can accrue on 
new roads through well-designed 
landscapes. Partly this is down to 
lack of schemes showing promise, 
partly to difficulty of access as 
inevitably road verges can be 
dangerous places on which to 
undertake surveys. The 
Weymouth Relief Road, a five-
kilometre section of the A354 
road linking Dorchester and 
Weymouth, has to some extent changed this situation and is a 
frequently cited example of good practice by National Highways and 
others in their quest to change approaches to landscape design. The 
road was built 2009-2011 and through my being an integral part of 
the planning and design teams, the creation of a species-rich 
grassland was an explicit aim across much of the open landscape. 
Verges were either left as bare mineral or a scatter of no more than 
15mm of topsoil was applied, and all were sown with a calcareous 

Weymouth Relief Road species 
abundance
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definitely seen Chalkhill Blues, I 
felt reasonably confident that 
these were that species – but 
everything flew so fast!

When we got home and I entered 
the records on the UK Butterfly 
Monitoring website and checked 
back on earlier records. Chalkhill 
Blues had only been seen at this 
site in 2019 – and then only one 
record. Mmmm - I need to check. 
So I emailed Phil Sterling, the co-
ordinator of the Weymouth Relief Road walk, who contacted his 
team of walkers. By the next sunny day there were several people 
out looking, and bingo – we got a positive photo identification from 
Mike Lewis!

And how did the children feel?  So proud that their observation had 
created such interest and that they had rediscovered a rare butterfly 
on the Weymouth Relief Road.

 
Chalkhill Blue. Photo: Gary Holderness

The results are the first I am 
aware of to quantify the 
biodiversity benefits of the low-

fertility approach to landscape creation on road verges in the UK 
land management. 

Phil Sterling is Building Sites for Butterflies Programme Manager, 
Butterfly Conservation

 (1). Hetherington, M., Sterling, P. & Coulthard, E. (2021) 
Butterfly colonisation of a new chalkland road cutting. Insect 
Conservation and Diversity

Ÿ The separation distance 
between the site and the 
nearest butterfly population 
did not significantly affect the 
speed of colonisation. Small 
Blue colonised the site within 
18 months of sowing Kidney 
Vetch seed; the nearest known 
colony is over 6km away.
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From Gary Holderness and his family

Chalkhill Blue update

That was my experience on the Weymouth Relief Road butterfly 
monitoring walk last week with the grandchildren (aged 4 and 8). I 
asked them to call out when they saw a butterfly and shout out 
what they saw - “Brown”, “Yellow”, “Blue” they would say. Then we 
saw there were two shades of blue – bright blue and “chalky” blue. 
Did we really see Chalkhill Blues?  After doing the Perryfields 
butterfly monitoring walk on Portland earlier that day, when I had 

Have you ever thought you have identified a butterfly – and then got 
home and thought “did I really see that?”

We are holding our annual Butterfly ID day in Cerne Abbas 
Village Hall on Saturday 20 May, when some of our most 
important local species will be flying. This year it will be led by 
Steve Brown and Amber Rosenthal (who was formerly with 
Butterfly Conservation HQ and the Dorset Wildlife Trust and 
now working for Natural England). The course will be aimed at 
novices and less experienced enthusiasts, who we hope will help 
us with our various butterfly recording schemes. It will include 
indoor sessions on identification and ecology and a walk up  
Giant Hill to put the new skills into practice, hopefully to see 
species like Duke of Burgundy, Marsh Fritillary and Grizzled 
Skipper. More information will be available on our website in 
due course, so put the date in your diary if you are interested. 
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This is a fairly flat grain-producing area between the 
Blandford/Wimborne Road and the river Stour next to the Kingston 
Lacy estate. No crop has been sowed in the very large fields for 
three years and native plants are gradually taking over. There are 
excellent hedges surrounding the fields and along the central track, 
so there is opportunity for colonisation in the future. At the 
moment fields are gradually being colonised with skylarks nesting, 

I am convinced that Butterfly Conservation needs to be involved in 
these projects. What the projects require is base data of species 
before the project and annual supply of data as the project develops. 
We have our butterfly transect methods which are scientifically 
rigorous to indicate if a project is successful in attracting plants and 
animals back to the area. In order to do this we in Dorset have 
approached the National Trust and Dorset Wildlife Trust to share 
our expertise in setting up transects. Consequently, we are running 
weekly transects at Bishops Court Farm at Kingston Lacy and at 
Wild Woodbury, near Bere Regis and hope to start at both Slape 
Manor and Wyke Farm next year. The wardens at Wild Woodbury 
have over a dozen volunteers who will walk two transects every 
week on a day they choose, from April to September. At Bishops 
Court, Dorset BC volunteers will do the same and both will submit 
their results to the national database at UKBMS. The three large 
rewilding projects are quite different in their strategies dependent 
on the habitat involved.

Bishops Court

In 2022 a Dorset Rewilding group has been set up to encourage 
landowners in West Dorset to restore their agricultural land for 
nature, be it full-spirited rewilding or restorative planting of wild 
flower meadows, planting larger hedgerows and planting native trees. 
Estates at Symondsbury, Slape Manor, Hooke and Wyke farm at 
Chedington are all turning land back to nature to increase 
biodiversity, improve flood alleviation and improve the water, air and 
water quality. This is not new thinking, what is new is that land 
owners are taking the initiative and driving forward the policy and 
practice of rewilding and regenerative planting.

Rewilding Dorset

Steve Brown writes about three of the landscape- 
scale rewilding projects in Dorset 

Until now! In September 2021, I attended a talk at Kingston Lacy 
about the Stour Valley Project, and the warden explained they were 
taking 800 acres of Bishops Court Farm land out of agricultural 
production as a rewilding project. In November 2021 I heard of the 
exciting project at Wild Woodbury near Bere Regis run by Dorset 
WildlifeTrust where 440 acres are being rewilded. Then in May 2022 
I attended a talk and walk at Mapperton House and Gardens where 
200 acres are being rewilded! So, including smaller projects around 
the county, nearly 1500 acres in Dorset in one year are being given  
back to nature; rewilding for good or ill is with us in Dorset! 

My fascination with rewilding started with TV programmes on the 
introduction of apex predators such the wolf to Yellowstone Park 
and the pressure group Rewilding Britain. I read Isabella Tree's book 
”Wilding: the Return of Nature to a British Farm” on rewilding the 
Knepp estate in Sussex, and “A Journey in Landscape Restoration: 
Carrifran Wildwood and Beyond” by Philip Ashmole, a project restoring 
the Carrifran Wildwood in Scotland. These were all fascinating but 
not very relevant to us in rural Dorset.

Rewilding means different things to different people. All agree, in 
essence, that it is the return of landscapes to nature as experienced 
in a 'wilder' past. At present, conservation practice usually looks back 
to pre-1960s, or pre-war landscapes as being the aim of practical 
conservation, particularly due to the fact that we have monitoring 
data starting then. Rewilders put their optimum landscape back even 
further in time to the centuries before man has an impact on the 
environment to time just after the ice age when large herbivores 
ranged over Britain.
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and 13 species across the two 
walks. The volunteer 
advertisement was so successful 
that the Wild Woodbury wardens 
were able to use DWT 
volunteers for both of their 
walks, after some training walks 
from BC volunteers. I think this 
shows the interest of Dorset 
people in rewilding, and their 
commitment to be involved in 

some way. With training on butterfly identification and the rules of 
transect walking, we can widen our volunteer base and involve more 
people in helping to save Dorset's butterflies and moths.

 

Mapperton House is the country estate of the Earl of Sandwich and 
consists, besides the house and gardens, of five farms. The first farm 
to be re-wilded is Coltleigh on an idyllic steep southward facing 
slope from the Rampisham ridge with the sea and Golden Cap in the 
distance. This has been sensitively farmed for some time, mainly 
rough grazing, and has high quality grassland (two SSSIs in the farm 
area) with some areas of 'improved' grassland, which are less diverse 
in plants. It abuts the expanse of 
Hooke Park woodland which, 
although not part of the farm, will 
provide a wonderful diversity of 
habitats. The management scheme 
is woodland pasture and already 
they have 24 head of cattle of an 
ancient breed: White Park Cattle.

Coltleigh Farm, Mapperton House, Beaminster

The management strategies here 
are to introduce New Forest 
ponies and Tamworth Pigs to work 
with the cattle in controlling scrub and woodland re-growth and to 
make bare patches for wild flowers to grow. The site is damp so 

White Park Cattle. Photo: Steve Brown

Wild Woodbury. Photo: ‘Steve Brown
hares, roe and sika deer, and a variety of song birds – last year's bird 
nesting survey was very positive. Our transects divide the farm into 
South and North, with the route following the hedges and tracks as 
well as crossing the fields to map how they are changing. The farm's 
proximity to the fantastic butterfly source at Badbury Rings mean 
we have hope of good things to come. The midsummer transect is 
both a trial and a joy. One week in July we had 702 butterflies and 
13 species. However the Spear Thistles are waist high and very 
difficult to get through: one of the unseen difficulties of rewilding I 
guess! Strangely the deer are not affected. Plans for cutting a small 
path through the wild fields might be against the rewilding ethos, but 
would save transect walkers' shins!

The farm at Bere Regis is on fairly marginal land for agricultural 
profitability and a year ago the land was put up for sale. Dorset 
Wildlife Trust in combination with other agencies, purchased the 
land and have different management for different areas. Nearest the 
village there are allotments which will be expanded. Two fields of 
improved grassland will be put over to wood pasture and amenity 
woodlands so people will have access via the public footpath along 
the riverside. The rest, which is old arable land with isolated copses, 
will be grazed by cattle, ponies and pigs to encourage a mosaic of 
habitat suited to different wildlife. Our butterfly transects again 
cross from field to field, with the route sampling the bleak centre of 
the fields as well as the productive hedges and copses. The largest 
total of butterflies for the Wild Woodbury Transects in June are 413 

Wild Woodbury

Bishops Court. Photo: Steve Brown

32 33



and 13 species across the two 
walks. The volunteer 
advertisement was so successful 
that the Wild Woodbury wardens 
were able to use DWT 
volunteers for both of their 
walks, after some training walks 
from BC volunteers. I think this 
shows the interest of Dorset 
people in rewilding, and their 
commitment to be involved in 

some way. With training on butterfly identification and the rules of 
transect walking, we can widen our volunteer base and involve more 
people in helping to save Dorset's butterflies and moths.

 

Mapperton House is the country estate of the Earl of Sandwich and 
consists, besides the house and gardens, of five farms. The first farm 
to be re-wilded is Coltleigh on an idyllic steep southward facing 
slope from the Rampisham ridge with the sea and Golden Cap in the 
distance. This has been sensitively farmed for some time, mainly 
rough grazing, and has high quality grassland (two SSSIs in the farm 
area) with some areas of 'improved' grassland, which are less diverse 
in plants. It abuts the expanse of 
Hooke Park woodland which, 
although not part of the farm, will 
provide a wonderful diversity of 
habitats. The management scheme 
is woodland pasture and already 
they have 24 head of cattle of an 
ancient breed: White Park Cattle.

Coltleigh Farm, Mapperton House, Beaminster

The management strategies here 
are to introduce New Forest 
ponies and Tamworth Pigs to work 
with the cattle in controlling scrub and woodland re-growth and to 
make bare patches for wild flowers to grow. The site is damp so 

White Park Cattle. Photo: Steve Brown

Wild Woodbury. Photo: ‘Steve Brown
hares, roe and sika deer, and a variety of song birds – last year's bird 
nesting survey was very positive. Our transects divide the farm into 
South and North, with the route following the hedges and tracks as 
well as crossing the fields to map how they are changing. The farm's 
proximity to the fantastic butterfly source at Badbury Rings mean 
we have hope of good things to come. The midsummer transect is 
both a trial and a joy. One week in July we had 702 butterflies and 
13 species. However the Spear Thistles are waist high and very 
difficult to get through: one of the unseen difficulties of rewilding I 
guess! Strangely the deer are not affected. Plans for cutting a small 
path through the wild fields might be against the rewilding ethos, but 
would save transect walkers' shins!

The farm at Bere Regis is on fairly marginal land for agricultural 
profitability and a year ago the land was put up for sale. Dorset 
Wildlife Trust in combination with other agencies, purchased the 
land and have different management for different areas. Nearest the 
village there are allotments which will be expanded. Two fields of 
improved grassland will be put over to wood pasture and amenity 
woodlands so people will have access via the public footpath along 
the riverside. The rest, which is old arable land with isolated copses, 
will be grazed by cattle, ponies and pigs to encourage a mosaic of 
habitat suited to different wildlife. Our butterfly transects again 
cross from field to field, with the route sampling the bleak centre of 
the fields as well as the productive hedges and copses. The largest 
total of butterflies for the Wild Woodbury Transects in June are 413 

Wild Woodbury

Bishops Court. Photo: Steve Brown

32 33



More details can be found as follows: 

Rewilding, Pros and Cons.

there is an opportunity to create permanent ponds to provide water 
for the animals. There is a perfect environment for beavers and this 
is a possible introduction to be made in the future. They have plans 
for tourist accommodation on the site, the farm house and 
camping/glamping. The area is so picturesque that the addition of 
wildlife safaris would make the stay very attractive to families and 
young people. Hopefully we may have a butterfly transect here in the 
future.

Woodbury -   www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk

Any discussion of rewilding does cause differences of options. Quite 
clearly the rewilding sites here in Dorset do not involve the 
questions around the introduction of apex predators like wolves to 
Yellowstone or Lynx to the Scottish Highlands. However, what about 
the productivity of the land and food production? What about about 
rural jobs? It is worth remembering the land in each of the projects 
is marginal and strenuous efforts need to be made to make the land 
profitable as a business. These include using fertilisers and pesticides, 
which on land that is not very productive does not make economic 
or environmental sense. Other use for the land must be found and if 
a use that is profitable for the estates, through tourism and beef 
production can be found that will also benefit nature, this must be a 
win/win situation. The rewilding at the Knepp estate found they are 
employing many more people on the land now than the few 
stockmen who drove machinery before the project started. The 
question of what happens if food production becomes an emergency, 
as it did in WW2? Well, the land is always there and can be 
converted back to production. Soil ecologists have shown that 
'resting' the soil improves condition and sets an amazingly complex 
biology which makes it much more productive for the first crop. 
That of course we hope will never happen, we hope re-wilding is 
here to stay in Dorset!

Mapperton –  h�p://mappertonwildlands.com

Treasurer’s Report

This is the second year that Head Office has been managing all the 
book-keeping for all the Branches.   There have been problems with 
timely reports, late payments of creditors and errors and omissions 
in the transactions.  At the time of writing this (August 2022) I am 
still going through errors some of which will be corrected in the 
following year.

The branch has been getting back to some level of pre-pandemic 
level of activity with the Sales stall operating, and we have arranged 
some butterfly transect workshops. A Butterfly ID Training Day and 
an AGM we had planned were, however, cancelled. The work on our 
reserves of Lankham Bottom,  and Alners Gorse as well as Portland 
sites arranging for contractors and volunteers has continued 
throughout. As stated in Note 1 of the accounts Head Office paid 
directly for £4,331.60 of reserve work instead of passing over a sum 
of grant -funding.  

Although the Branch is holding £44k of funds the committee are 
aware that the reserve management needed on our two sites and 
Portland work is crucial and it is important to have some financial 
security for the future. Our planned annual expenditure is £22k but 
our anticipated income is £10k leaving an annual shortfall of £12k.  
We will have to find some new sources of funding as our financial 
reserves will only cover the next 4 years. We have started to ask for 
donations for going on our guided walks, but it is difficult as yet to 
track any income which might be coming in. 

The branch did receive £10,500 of legacy income two years ago and 
the committee decided to add this to the “Designated” fund which is 
earmarked for reserve management work.  As a result this 
Designated fund is increased to £20,500. It should be noted that 
designating funds only means that is what the committee intends to 

Continued on page 38
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Dorset Branch Accounts 2021-22

There  are other errors and omissions in these accounts, some of which have been corrected in 

the following year.  

2. The branch has not received any Gi� Aid on dona�ons since 2020.

The remainder have not been corrected as "not material".

Notes

1  A EuCAN invoice for £4,331.60 was paid by Head Office instead of the branch receiving that 

figure as a grant.

Expenditure Notes

Conservation Travel & Subsistence £483.00 £290.40

Training £90.00 £165.00

Field equipment £1,501.27 £845.93

Water rates £13.97 £45.55

Reserve maintenance £4,585.20 £4,879.39 1

£6,673.44 £6,226.27

Education Workshops/ training 

days £98.67 -£25.00

Fund-raising Events £0.00 £0.50

Purchase of stock for 

resale £164.20 £0.00

Cost of sales £161.73 £2.49

£325.93 £2.99

Membership Newsletters £1,820.60 £2,879.96

Website £966.98 £1,133.63

AGM costs £0.00 £0.00

£2,787.58 £4,013.59

Administration (eg stationery, postage, 

meeting costs) £30.77 £0.00

Insurance £219.63 £198.51

Irrecoverable VAT £253.00 £0.00

£503.40 £198.51

Total expenditure £10,389.02 £10,416.36

2020-212021-22

Opening balance bf £46,452.03 £37,069.00

Opening balance adjustment £0.00 £142.00

Opening balance bf £46,452.03 £37,211.00

Surplus (deficit) in year as above -£10,224.02 £9,241.00

Closing balance £36,228.01 £46,542.00

2021-22 2020-21

BALANCES STATEMENT

Income

Notes

Grants £0.00 £10,102.97 1

Membership 

subscriptions £5,811.00 £5,811.00

Other ( Gift Aid, 

interest) £0.00 £324.92 2

£5,811.00 £16,238.89

£1,396.35 £2,828.00

Fundraising

Sales stall £790.00 £11.20

Events charges -£77.00

Other £0.00 £833.33

£713.00 £844.53

£600.00 £575.00

£8,520.35 £20,486.42

Transfers

(To)/from Head Office £165.00 -£828.59

-£10,224.02 -£11,244.95

Excess (deficit) income over 

expenditure

2021-22 2020-21

Receipts from Head Office

Donations & grants

Contract income

Total income
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Membership Newsletters £1,820.60 £2,879.96

Website £966.98 £1,133.63

AGM costs £0.00 £0.00

£2,787.58 £4,013.59

Administration (eg stationery, postage, 

meeting costs) £30.77 £0.00

Insurance £219.63 £198.51

Irrecoverable VAT £253.00 £0.00

£503.40 £198.51

Total expenditure £10,389.02 £10,416.36

2020-212021-22

Opening balance bf £46,452.03 £37,069.00

Opening balance adjustment £0.00 £142.00

Opening balance bf £46,452.03 £37,211.00

Surplus (deficit) in year as above -£10,224.02 £9,241.00

Closing balance £36,228.01 £46,542.00

2021-22 2020-21

BALANCES STATEMENT

Income

Notes

Grants £0.00 £10,102.97 1

Membership 

subscriptions £5,811.00 £5,811.00

Other ( Gift Aid, 

interest) £0.00 £324.92 2

£5,811.00 £16,238.89

£1,396.35 £2,828.00

Fundraising

Sales stall £790.00 £11.20

Events charges -£77.00

Other £0.00 £833.33

£713.00 £844.53

£600.00 £575.00

£8,520.35 £20,486.42

Transfers

(To)/from Head Office £165.00 -£828.59

-£10,224.02 -£11,244.95

Excess (deficit) income over 

expenditure

2021-22 2020-21

Receipts from Head Office

Donations & grants

Contract income

Total income
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All material in this magazine copyright 
Buttery Conservation Dorset Branch.The 
opinions expressed in this newsletter are not 
necessarily those of the society or Branch.

Buttery Conservation. Company limited by 
guarantee, registered in England (2206468). 
Registered Ofce: Manor Yard, East 
Lulworth, Wareham, Dorset BH20 5QP. 
Charity registered in England and Wales 
(1254937) and in Scotland (SCO 39268)

Ÿ EuCAN - £250
Ÿ Dorset Countryside Volunteers - £117.20 gift in kind.

Leaving us something in your will is one way you can help. Do make 
it clear whether you want the money to go to BC as a national 
organisation, or whether you want it to come to Dorset Branch.

With thanks to the following organisations for supporting the 
branch.

spend the money on, and could be changed. The only income that 
has to be spent on specific work is “restricted” funding and would 
usually come from grants or donations; HQ have asked us to not 
encourage restricted donations from our members as it makes the 
accounting difficult.

Ÿ Cerne Abbas Society for Horticulture - £50

Ÿ Ryewater Nurseries - for free storage of field equipment.

The branch does need some help and ideas for raising funds.  Please 
let the committee know if you feel you can help in any way.

Ÿ Lotek Ltd - £470.39

Bridget de Whalley died suddenly at home in Surrey on 25 
October of cancer.  Ken Dolbear, known for his amazing photos, 
has also passed away.  We will write about them in the next 
newsletter.

We are very sorry to hear that we have lost some Branch 
members who have supported us over the years. 

We have also lost Mike Ridge who was mainly active in Somerset, 
but also helped in Dorset, and Jim Toner, a Portland volunteer. Their 
work will live on in the butterflies and moths they helped.

In Memoriam
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