
The Second Dorset Butterfly Scramble 
July 30th and 31st 2016 

 
Last year, the Wiltshire Branch of Butterfly Conservation, masterminded by Jane Martin, came up 
with a novel and fun way of adding to our county butterfly records totals - especially for those 
previously neglected ‘white holes’. Our second Butterfly Scramble this year will also be along the lines 
of the ‘bird races’ that Bird Clubs have been doing for a number of years now and will involve teams 
of two or more recorders collecting records from their allocated areas over 6 hours on one or both 
days of the weekend. There will still be an element of competition, the team with the most points will 
receive prizes and fame, and our branch will benefit from the increased records! 
Read the rules below then contact me to obtain a joining form. 
 

Our Dorset Butterfly Scramble  
The Aim: to record as many butterfly species and individuals as possible in 1km squares within the 
allocated a 5x5km square in the allotted 6 hours. 
Date:  Saturday 30th July and/or Sunday 31st July (during the Big Butterfly Count period) 
Time: 10am-4pm. 
 
DORSET RULES 
1. The scramble starts at 10am on Saturday 30th July and/or Sunday 31st July and finishes six hours 
later at 4pm on each day. The choice of days is left to the participant teams and will depend on the 
weather forecast. See section 10. below. 
 
2. Each team will be allocated a 5x5km square from which they are free to choose at least one 1 km 
square to record butterflies in. The 10km squares will be chosen to include the unrecorded ‘white 
holes’. Km squares which are white ie so far unrecorded will carry more points than those which 
already have records for them. 
 
3. Each butterfly species recorded within the boundaries of a ‘virgin’ 1km square will count as four 
points, with an additional two points for every additional number of that species seen, so seeing a 
Gatekeeper will earn you 4 points & seeing 4 Gatekeepers will earn you 10 points. Species recorded 
in any other non-virgin 1km square within the allocated 5x5km sq will count as two points for the first 
of the species then one point for additional sightings.  Competitors will therefore visit a 1km square 
and try to find as many species as possible within that square. Once you feel that you have 
exhausted that square’s potential you can move on to another square within your 5x5km square. 
 
4. In the next square you visit the same rules apply, so the Gatekeeper(s) in square 2 will again add 4 
or 2 points to your total score, depending on whether the second square is a virgin square or a 
previously recorded one. In this way competitors will cover a number of squares in the 5 hours and 
there will be some different strategies involved – do you race around a load of squares counting 5 
species in each? Or take longer and count 15 species in a good square? You’ll have to plan your 
route and choose your squares wisely – and you’ll have to keep an eye on those Small / Essex 
skippers; remember each species is worth more points. 
 
5. Teams will consist of a minimum of 2 people, all of whom must stick together throughout.  Team 
members do not need to be Butterfly Conservation members. If you would like to join a team rather 
than make up your own please get in touch. 
 
6. Teams must email me to register and will be sent their recording forms by email. I will need to 
know who is in the team and please also give your team a name. Please register by 25th July.   
 
7. All butterflies must be recorded in Dorset and be Dorset butterfly species – so no sneaking off to a 



butterfly farm! 
 
8. To add some extra thrills there’s the ‘Humming-bonus Hawk-moth’ - a random element that can 
appear in any square at any time. If a Hummingbird Hawk-moth is seen in any of your 1km squares 
20 points can be added for that square. 
 
9. At 4pm on the dot the scramble is over. Any species seen after this time i.e., while walking back to 
your car etc., do not count. Teams will add up their total points to determine their final score. 
 
10.If the weather is suitable and teams feel inclined to count butterflies on both days, the two days’ 
records will be treated separately as far as the contest is concerned, not added together! 
 
11. Dorset Scramblers will e-mail or post the results – see below. 
 
12. Results & prizes will be presented at the next AGM. 
    
PLEASE DO NOT HESITATE TO CONTACT ME WITH ANY QUERIES 
e-mail: nigelspring@yahoo.co.uk 
phone: 07981.776767 
post:    346, Mundens Lane, Alweston, Sherborne, Dorset DT9 5HU. 

Nigel Spring 
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